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QevsHuSHDSIu 202340 Y THIFSTT  GBTL  LIfFESG
BriGeu eT(pdspmari BGeomest coGLimevGan (Jon Fosse) Glgiley GlFumis
UL ReTeTT 6Teie/ld HFHTTLTer ymMlailiy 05.10.2023 LOTem6v
Olouafleupbssl. &TODDITH@hSGHS &IV OCIFTHLILIGTITS 6T
L{&IGWLDIITGOT BITL_HEIH@HLD 2 60T HEOL_ILJLD DEHLOQIBTG) 6)(HHE

@BCHTLIL A% apBISLILIBSNS.

The Nobel Prize in
Literature 2023 was
awarded to
Jon Fosse,

"for his innovative plays
and prose which give voice
to the unsayable".

L9Garieirevt_Gleogeir  1L9Ggmieraesr  (Bjomstieme Bjornson-1903), mBL
amibFer  (Knut Hamsun-1920), @s  ojer_ Gl (Sigrid Undset-1928)
YFCwrenTwhss QesFuwsHnsTer  Grrey Lifle  Glmyb
BTGTHTIS BTTGa 6T(LpSHTar(HLd 19285@Liiler Q)riifla GlLmib
6 BTIGa eT(LpSHTar(hLd 0oBLTGen eumd. 199Ld HTHMHTEHT
gev Ol_eromisHeadwhg pTiGeu LNABSLI6T mIG  eT(LpSHS
QUGG @QTeiT(H) YBSTILT OUOTLHSET  (3)(1hhSI0 (HHGT
mer. eerml, 54 Lhevedwer BTIGes dH@her  90%  GLiTmev
Gueli@ Gumgimedet Gomif. opGlmmetny 10% Gurmed wnOMTETN, LbLoSSHGERET 10%
Gugmev  QuiGaser  (Bergen) B&HHAleVID  9FHWeTF  FDHMIULjGTET

LGDsFefad GuFLILIRLD enpestTTevs QoL Qbss Fmjumearenio  His [Jon Fosse’s] immense
Qomfl ulevsTeit 0oBGLITGew HLb LiGHL_LIL|Fe»aTLILIenL_SaHal(hFnTr. oeuvre, written in Norwe-
@e auensuiley GrTiey Lfles GUmib (LpSH6v ewpeTTIevd GlomLfl gian Nynorsk and
aups st @aGr  eurd.  @eupse  @Uufls spanning a variety of
WG HLILIL L Fp, TG BTL G UsTUTL (R SHewm genres consists of a
U°){6(DLD6:5-'B' QQ[TLIGGTIT %ITO%L.IDC) (LUbna Jaffery), '@gj GmEGOTITU'GYDd% wealth ofplays' novels’
Glomfl, ewperTievd QVSEISHD HTeT G@h UITTHH BT  poetry collections, essays,
GTGH I G DGO ITIT, children's books and
translations. While he is

1959 Glein_tbuy 29@Q)ev LImbs 9jeud, $eT 12.94aud  UIH/(LPSH6V
today one of the most

TULPBUBLIGUT; LIS BISET, FMFenSHeT, HalenssHe6r, FDTT BTGV

&6, &L_Hevraser, Genl_ BrL_smiger, QLomHOLIITLILSG6T 6Tes widely performed
706@ b GuopLi 1 Liev_Liseer eTup@uieir; Syeurs ey iy Playwrights in the world,
Feir 505@d GopLi 1 @LDH’é&H;GTHG?T @wn@@uujé;a;uug@mmm. he has also become
DIUTS| BTL_FmFT 2 0smBeY D 10005@ Gupri - Guewe_  increasingly recognised
Saflev BlsLPSSLILIL_(HGTETET. for his prose.
1987@)ev GlLigGlseir  (Bergen) LivsemaussLpssFer  eLiiliey @evs - Nobel committee in its
PwsFev  Hlevpsewevrs L L 1b GUPDD eud, Fev HTGULD (HGUIT citation

The difference between lines and sentences, between poetry and prose in a
technical sense, is simple enough, but that’s not the interesting distinction. Poet-
ry, | came to see, is visionary world-creation, an eruption of transcendence;
prose is communication, interpersonal, horizontal. ... Prose shares, poetry trans-
ports. Prose connects, poetry creates. Only pure prose could have taught me the
difference. - Jon Fosse

o QgweHsd TR Ty
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ewL_Gl_euwori_ (Gula Tidend) eretranyid GFUIFSSTET BHNIcUGTSS6V LIGWTILITHMNLGTGTTIT.

e, 56O FTHS LoetTewtler GLomipluiiey, Lealuuiey Fnmisenar BT HeHGV KL LIKIHEHL_GIT
RBEIFHETSHIL LID GUGHSHIITET FHend QUL UBIFaTS SL_h%, lleuflss (LpLgimSenmev
QUTLDSHEHEOIIF FOUTFSHGLD YUTSH| HMGT YUHT DFTHTITGHNT 6T(LPSBHTGTT H@HET (BT TS
LeFSFuyererd). LIpLiLy, @miLiLy, BLLSems, FTH60, Heflenn, HHOFTEme, Gesemevuileenin,
GG LBISafleT Fengbey 2eTafll L 26&HL QUITSHIEHLOWITET FPFAMNIG) FmmiHeaTGULl SH(HLI
QummerTss QST 9eurdy) Lenl Lyl LuenTballf), eui QevsHwils LITLiehFsSev
@RI YPWITS (PSHenT LFSSE@TATTT. Lo63H% YeILISHGT GOLOWISTHGIGTAT LOTDHTS, CLPGV
2 60T FFFFGT [5Iew) SFBIST HYAUTS LIGHL_LILFET OFe D YLpLomss eTH0ONTTeISH 6T nev,
QUTLPSHHUIGT eTeiTewtOn LIADTeRT BIFSemars GO _5555 HvaluigsL 6T djenal LTS
LIIGHGTDET. UTFFTHEH%HEG 2auisafler OFThS YaLeubsmars SAFSGLD 6(h HeuT
GOTITLY GO D& GULPEIESHFGT MG

IeuengLs Glummsseuens, FHewevulledt QFUIGUILD T SHSH(LPLD (LPSHUILDGVGV; LDTDITH (WIS
wrer GrGev (Lps&Hiib. aIflFs@psE Qenl_uiley, aITFSHamBH@hsEGLI LIGTET T, 9eNe 9en6V
wirer CHThFH@rs5E& Qent_Gu 2 6rer @)HS5aUI60 OILOGTGTRIFNOT 9FSHSSnHE HL_S5a|LD,
LOGITFleDEV, CHLPBIENGLSEAT 2 (FUTHS@YLD DU LILIGTLIRSHFDTT. HYSGTTCV, DeUTSH BTL_
FBIFANVF L 2 TUITL_0FHeT flFTeTenal; @evL_Hmissmisend (pauses) GlLoereormisenGLo
(silences) LH&»S).

SUTH UL _LIL|5@R%0)SH6VTLD Loewt)(Lpiguimsk aflermiGeudy Septology erenyib erp LFlerm
safleit QFHTL_Tm@LD. 1,250 LdhFmiFHaflevmer LiyFHerid perGeurenl_ 2 HGHUle eHLOBEHS.
FeTeneT  QUISTET @ @allwerTsl LTelss), wHGHTT @elwGerT®h 2 eTmhelHTHs
snUis CFUIFH0ISTETH SHeTshdd ST HaHps556lHTerepd HerGomipGur L SeTLD.
FL_QY6T, F6V, WL _UTATLD, GHIDL QUTLPHENS, LOGHTS UTLPSHS YFienal LDHI (5],
RCT p e, A% BT UTSHWSSHT 6T (LpSLIGILIHMIGTETS). 10, 000 LI 5H@EhdE&ELo6L
elpLeweTTEujeTor QBSLI LjSemowTer LSlero imn) Spectrum Culture @)Liig & FmiSmsy:

Septology is a work that is almost impossible to define. To understand it, you have to read it.

— Miyako Pleines (https://spectrumculture.com/2022/09/05/septology-by-jon-fosse-review/)
almg, Lflas Coieser erevevTaupMeTiiFDd aloflaetid erpeudy QuicvGL. Grmiey Liflgib
@Qan& alFallevsd 9evev. @Crmiii eT(LpSHTTTFHarijd YBFGET 6T(LPSSTETT HeHET
u/Go  (European and Anglo writers) GpmLicv @Lp, $6T H(HSHev GISTATENS TG MILD, (RHISTMILD
Grprusv wfla Gupm 119 Gumer 17 Gui il HGw OLIGTSHET 6TeiTLIHGHF &HL 1§ SHTL LG
26T T&) 55 LoBeorTLITeuLd GBTLIG GH(Lpail LD 2 6Tars| Temib IoflFGTLD GTLPTLOG) (J)6VEm6V.

@enar e LmL(KSS, @@ Fmumerenio Glomipuilev, eul t_my OomPuley erp® Grmiicv
uflg Gup  (LpLghBenndh@ Q@eTHienowTs FTrewrd ocoGLmevGevailsst LenL_LiLjF FmLiLy
L (HLoevev, 50 Glomiflsefley jeug s Lenl_Liyser GomipOLIwTSSLIIL_ (RETATEHLOWLD DYSHLD.

Jon Fosse’s Message to aspiring writers:
You must stick to yourself, you must listen to yourself, to your inner voice and not to others.
- Jon Fosse

When writing | feel that | enter a new, another universe, another place. | change place, | change mood. It’s the
same with whatever | write, and then, to manage to write well, that’s the greatest happiness in life to me,
when something is writing itself and, | know that | am writing well. You forget about time, you are completely
into what you are writing, so in this state of being completely into the writing and the writing is writing itself,
that’s a great thing for me. - Jon Fosse
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B(mEGDET (PH&T(PsSle wanewrer Gurluller 159586 QuwiFssiiLr Hererg; Gsmad Caigery 8.l
Qs mwi ereiny Qeewgeard sUHEDG peTe araisdr 2 psliuhssellvme.  GCs
Qurilufles 2007@e eagemr rafbdlyer eraueamyre QuuFssiLLLgeaey 15 Quuilismars e
Gararg. mCrmuSlu Quriseaile wsawsors 1730Q6 Qesser Curduilée srearevimearger Cgrel
Quendl eraud  affwrepafleurme  @PsgHLILTED, QuTBLLTD WLEHD  QUUFSSILL HETeTer. oy G
sl mHe NpQurfsailad oisras Qesda(1730), NOress(1767), opmden(1794) ear gGrm
Swisarmed Quufssiiur Hepgibam, sblfled Hepsenar ogerssd Cupeug 1812Qd smer srmsbd
urgulley ogssamLb(1712) apg mroram@ed sfss pLpgeers. Gy Begaflsallsar ares
arGaupy sllpdlesiseallid QramLmd srés @@ 2 @TLTESLETETg. (PSH STESD LWL 2 6
wrélflwisefler QuEpeTSiyserTd ghuLL BTESLIGD. SHEGDE sl LCUTE DiSTag epeLd
o HCL g uWilrssamrssrer BB aTflssiur( aubdlHismCLT eanld SSsTOSSIWL éSET
ypidlu Qereer_asamaleal @nersedr @mwbdlhs@Gunr aaph aarans Carandng. @nafler
Qurifleow QoLssrasdled wWeabwrsl LflbgQsrdear Quers Hlow absCurg o @rsem ereaald
serQurHluwiiiyser Coameuiur (Herere.

Y udlassle weawsars 1794@Q60 Quuissiurg Qsrimdu Qewadur® 202186 Cmerdv. o ebs
Smegenenr Qewdlmés, 202286 uadi apbog swralwles Quuily eey QsTLibgCsT e (Her
g Qeaarprs, SmEEPEEEEG hdasde Gsamr (aNsdfiur ssad  @iqliumLuile) 70
QurPQuuitiyser  eabgearerar. Qumedramméd samamet(2012) ereuars QLW G@aTuseTssl
o arargl;, allafiqur s alldme. e Qoarusars ssew DWsSSh@GeTTaDg. Qbs eraaEms
oflsiulepn amrbimedns. 18epn mrooreams(1794) qem, 19<opn mrppramgd (1812, 1840,
1872,1873,1885,1886) w@m, 20 mrppremrige (1915-1979) prouss eedm, 2leund mroom e e
(2001-2022) @mug Guuitiysdr ear EIHOTEHTH @iqliLoLuNed @ hfol QUUIFiLS®ET LUTFé
&oCurg, (Qbs mEmoramgd  sroursCo  sPbgerer  Hoould) Guricuuiiysd QuEmEse
samssr B (multiplicity) semewule QesfleubgsiQsreamymafamer. 2 w5 eralld GHuuTs @b
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Delaying, forgetting, sleeping and being lazy, these
four
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Are the pleasure boat of perishing people for sure.

sdl.uy. Guimwy,
Delay, oblivion, sloth, and sleep: these four
Are pleasure-boat to bear the doomed to ruin's shore
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&SSTEIHG LTSI,

To lag, forget, idle and doze
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Sons / The Wealth of Children / makkatpeeRu / To
be blessed with children

1.2.4 oeiyeeow - The Possession of Love /
Loving-Kindness / To have love

1.2.5. al\mpCsmioued -  Cherishing Guests / Hos-
pitality / Hospitality

1.2.6 @aflwevaisamedr - The Utterance of Pleasant
Words / Sweet Words / Pleasant speech

1.2.7 Qeimpperd oblsed - The Knowledge of
Benefits Conferred: Gratitude / Gratitude / To feel
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1.2.10 gusseLew - Not coveting another's
Wife / Good Decorum / To have discipline
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Abstract

The rivers have a special place in the cultural life of Tamilnadu. The river Vaigai has a unique place in the Tamil literature, from
sangam days to this day. Such a sacred river now days pose a health hazard. The river is now polluted. An undesirable change
in biotic component is generally called pollution. There are natural and manmade pollution. The sanitary sewage system of
Madurai has a history of about 100 years. The river Vaigai is contaminated directly or indirectly by domestic sewage and to
certain extent by small industrial wastes.

Of late “Environment” has been receiving attention from all sections of public life, viz., general public, local bodies, government
and nongovernmental organization. Mass media like T.V., Radio, Newspaper, Magazines etc., give attention to environmental
issues. The Government of India has taken various steps to maintain the ecological balance.

Key Words: Sewage, Pollution, River Vaigai, Environment.

Thaanam Thavamirandum Tanga vianulaku
Vaanam vazhanga thenin (kural.19) -Thiruvalluvar

Introduction

It is a universal truth that even in these days of scientific advancement the world cannot survive without water. In India particu-
larly in Tamilnadu people worship and hold sacred the above natural creations. Special devotion is attached to sacred rivers.
There are a number of rivers in Tamilnadu viz., Cauvery, Thenpennai, Palaru, Vaigai, Thambirabarani etc. The rivers have a
special place in the cultural life of Tamilnadu. The river Vaigai which is covered in this paper has a unique place in the Tamil
literature, from sangam days to this day. Such a sacred river now days pose a health hazard. The river is now polluted. The
river is contaminated directly or indirectly by domestic sewage and to certain extent by small industrial wastes. This paper aims
to find out and localize the exact causes of river pollution, extent of pollution, the measures planned and taken to prevent and
clear the pollution etc.

Vaigai River Basin

The river Vaigai has its origin in Eastern slope of Varushanadu hills of Western Ghats at a height of 1524m. Formerly these
forest areas belonged to Gandamanayakan zamin. The main tributaries of Vaigai are Surilliar, Theniar, Varahanadhi, Manjalar
and Uppar. The total length of the river from its origin upto Ramanathapuram big tank is stated to be 230 km. The river gets
major flood during south west monsoon. The Vaigai river basin is divided into three categories according to physiography, a)
mountainous terrain with valley complexes b) elevated terrain at the centre  ¢) coastal plain at the eastern portion of the basin

Reservoirs and Dams

There are five dams in the basin namely Periyar dam, Vaigai dam, Manjalar reservoir, Marudhanadhi and Sathiar dam. Periyar
dam was constructed in Kerala across river Periyar in the year 1898. Vaigai dam was constructed in 1957 across the river
Vaigai near Andipatti. Manjalor dam near Devadanapatti was constructed in the year 1967. Marudhanathi originates from
Sirumalai ranges and joins Manjalar. A dam was constructed in the year 1979. Sathiar dam is across the Sathaiyar odai, these
dams serves for irrigation, hydel power generation and fish culture etc.

Hydrology

The special hydrological feature of this basin is that it gets the water of the west flowing Periyar river stored in Periyar dam in
Kerala state and diverted through penstock pipes to Cumbum valley and ultimately to Vaigai dam.

Besides the above there are three small dams viz, Manjalar, Marthanathi and Sathiar dam across the tributaries irrigating about
5300 Ha totally put together. In addition to the above the other hydraulic structures requiring mention are Peranai regulator of
the Periyar system, Virahanur regulator and Parhibanur regulator. Peranai regulator feeding Periyar system anicut is the major
system irrigation 78,350 Ha and Virahanur and Parthibanur regulator feed 14,330 and 24,146 Ha respectively. The Cumbum
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valley irrigation amounted to 5665.6 Ha.
Current Status of the Study Area

The area covered for the study is Melakkal in the West Syla-
iman in the east and mainly the Madurai City Corporation
limits. Madurai city is the largest city next to Chennai. The
average level from the sea is 120m above sea level. The river
Vaigai flows across the city from Northwest to Southeast di-
viding the city into two parts. The area to the North of the river
has a gentle slope towards Southeast. The area to the south
of the river has a slope towards south and southwest. The
central part of the city, which is the oldest part of the city,
covers the area to the east of Madurai-Chennai Railway track
with Meenakshi temple at the centre. This portion is having
main commercial activities of the town. The area to the north
of the river Vaigai is aptly called administrative centre of the
city.

The major industries like textile mills, manufacturing works of
transport equipment, foundries and printing works and auto-
mobile workshops etc. are located in the peripheral areas of
the city and within the city.

Environmental Status of the River Vaigai

An undesirable change in biotic component is generally called
pollution. There are natural and manmade pollution. Pollution
due to natural causes which are beyond the control of human
beings such as volcano, floods, forest fire, earthquakes etc.,
is called natural pollution. Pollution due to human activities,
population, industrialization, agriculture, slaughter house,
fertilizer, domestic sewerage etc., is called man made pollu-
tion.

Domestic sewer is the major cause polluting the river as
brought out in the foregoing paragraph. Regarding industrial
effluents, the effects are not considerable.

The sanitary sewage system of Madurai has a history of
about 100 years. At first in the year 1924 the sewage system
was implemented in the Madurai city (old city area) ie; the
southern part of Vaigai river. The northern part of the city was
provided with this facility from the year 1984. The present
sewer system runs to a length of 206.09 km covering nearly
45,000 house service connections. The sewage quantity col-
lected is estimated at about 50-56 million liter per day. This
flow also includes sewage flowing from the open drains for a
length of 165 km. Part of sewage collected from the
southern part of the town is pumped into sewer ponds located
in Avaniyapuram about 8 km south of the city, after treatment,
ie; after screening and grit removal the sewage is led to sew-
age farm. Due to limited carrying and pumping capacity as the
underground drains, the sewage peak hours is discharged
directly into Panayur channel, Sottaithati channel, out of the
quantity of 37 mid estimated to have been produced in the
south of the river only 17 mid is stated to have been pumped
to sewage farm. The sewage collected in northern side is
pumped to Sakkimangalam sewage farm from Munthirithoppu
pumping station. Here also a portion is handled in the under-
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ground sewage system and a major portion lead into river.

The sewage treatment consists of waste stabilization pond
with effluent utilized for sewage farming (guinea grass, vege-
tables and coconuts).

Madurai city is divided into 72 wards. As per a survey con-
ducted by metro water engineering services of CMWSS
Board, Chennai during 1998 the status of sewered wards are
as under,

Status of Sewer No. of Wards
Fully sewered 29
Partially sewered 14
Un sewered 29

The city is now divided into 100 wards and these wards are
grouped into four zonal ward committees. It has a population
of 14,62,420 (2011 census) and an extent of 147.97 Sq. Km.

According to Madurai Corporation, it has 9 pumping stations
in Southern Zone and 5 pumping stations in Northern Zone.

South Zone - Main Pumping Stations

Santhapettai
Thavittusandhai

Melavasal

West Marret — Canara Bank
Sunday Market
Karukagapillai Kara Lane
Thaikkal

Puttuthoppu

Arapalayam —New

North Zone — Main Pumping Stations

1 Mundiri Thoppu

2 Thathaneri

3 K.K. Nagar

4 Anna Nagar

5 Anna Nagar Uzhvar Sandhai-New
Name Length
Under Ground Drainage 206.09 km
Open Drainage 165 km

From the above it is evident that more than 60% of the sewer
generated daily found its way to the river Vaigai. Apart from
the city, the untreated sewers from the urban agglomeration
area also let out into the river. The city has been expanded in
all sides, ie, most of the irrigated land became house to a
sizeable population. In the north Krishnapuram, Gandhi Na-
gar, Gomathipuram, Thasildhar Nagar, Sadasiva Nagar etc,
have been developed. In the roads leading to Aruppukkottai,
Ramanatha puram, Melur, Sivagangai, Thirumangalam,
Theni, Solavandhan and Dindigul there is ribbon development
in either side of the road. The sewers of many of the new
habitations found their way into the river Vaigai without any
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treatment. The local body of Melamadai has taken some
steps to provide the houses with sewers connection through
underground pipes. But no steps have been taken to treat
them and the sewer falls into the river untreated. Because of
this the low pockets in the river always remain with foul water.

Domestic sewer is the major cause polluting the river Vaigai.
Madurai Corporation is collecting and disposing solid wastes
from the city area. More than 450 tones of solid wastes are
generated every day.

According to the water Quality Bulletin Jan 2019 - Dec 2019
during April and October months only there were the flow of
water in the river Vaigai. In this during April the water was not
in satisfactory level and in October only the water was in sat-
isfactory level.

Measures taken to abade pollution of the River Vaigai

Of late “Environment” has been receiving attention from all
sections of public life, viz., general public, local bodies, gov-
ernment and nongovernmental organization. Mass media like
T.V., Radio, Newspaper, Magazines etc., give attention to
environmental issues. Environment includes various inter
related ecological aspects. One of this is biosphere, the thin
layer of earth’s surface which contains water, air and land that
are essential for life. Human interaction with the environment
showing no adequate concern for consequential dangerous
effects, affects the quality of natural environment.

The United Nations Organizations has initiated steps through
its Environmental Action Plan, worldwide to increase the pub-
lic awareness on the need for preserving eco system without
pollution. The UNO also insists on the different governments
to take necessary steps in this direction.

The Government of India has taken various steps to maintain
the ecological balance. To prevent and control the pollution of
water bodies, the following Acts have been enacted.

Water (prevention and control of pollution) Act 1974
Environment (protection) Act 1986

The environment protection is entrusted to a Cabinet Minister
in Central Government and there is a Board for pollution con-
trol (CPCB). They monitor various schemes executed by state
and central government and for major schemes prior clear-
ance of the Board is necessary after satisfying the board that
the scheme, new industry etc., do not disturb the ecological
environments or in some cases if the said scheme/industry
would cause injury to environment, adequate preventive
measures are ensured by the concerned.

At state level as far as Tamilnadu is concerned the matter is
controlled by a Minister and here also there is a board viz
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board (TNPCB). The executive
department likes the Public Works, Highways, Agriculture,
Forest, Industries and Commerce Department etc., have to
obtain prior approval from the TNPCB for implementing vari-
ous schemes. Even local bodies have to get the approval of
TNPCB for their schemes. Metro and Municipal Corporation
which maintain sewer system have to submit various periodi-
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cal reports to TNPCB indicating the level of specification of
sewers, drinking water etc. The TNPCB watches as to wheth-
er the sewer let out from the sewer stabilization pond after
treatment conform to the specifications prescribed by the
UNO.

The water sources in Tamilnadu including the river Vaigai are
under the control of Public Works Department. With a view on
water planning, on river basin basis, the Governmental reor-
ganized the public works into two wings, viz., Water Re-
sources organization and Building Organization from Dec.
1995. The main objective of the WRO is to ensure effective
management and distribution of surface and groundwater for
its optimum utilization in a rational and scientific manner.

The function for environmental pollution abatement of water
resources comprise of the following:

1. To assess the surface and ground water availability and the
requirements for irrigation, domestic, industrial, recreation etc.

2. To assess the water quality.

3. To assess the source of pollution and its short term and
long term effects on water quality.

4. To study the other environmental features of the basin, ie.,
public health, aspects in using river water for drinking, soil
erosion, siltation, water logging, flood control, draught condi-
tions and to take mitigating measures for all kinds of environ-
mental degrading.

During the last three decades the PWD has taken many steps
in this direction. The major action of the PWD is the removal
of encroachments from the bridge across Vaigai river in Din-
digul road to the bridge near Teppakkulam. The encroach-
ments on supply and surplus channels leading to the river
Vaigai have also removed. After removing the encroach-
ments, flood banks have been formed providing inspection
track on the stretch of the bank said above. Under various
schemes, silt has been cleared off, ie., all growths
(scrubjunegle weeds etc.) have been removed and leveled by
machineries.

This division (PWD) is also conducting public awareness
programmes both for officers and public. The officials are
trained to enlighten public of the importance of environmental
pollution and on the methods to be adopted for preserving
water courses pollution free. Public awareness programme is
structured to motivate the public to conserve water and dump
their solid wasted in the proper paces assigned for the pur-
pose, ie., in the dumping places. Experts on the subjects are
employed for this purpose to address the programme ie.,
meeting. The Madurai district administration arranged a
‘mega mass cleaning campaign” along the nine-km stretch of
the Vaigai in the city during the last quarter of 2017. Not only
civic officials, but even the top brass from the district, includ-
ing officers from Central and State government departments,
participated. Over 50,000 youth volunteered for the clean
Vaigai campaign and took a pledge not to dump wastes into
the waters.
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Conclusion

The points so far discussed establish that water is and that
too pure water is essential for the well being of humans and
other lives in the mother earth. However human activities and
the advanced scientific inventions (effluents) have spoiled the
quality of this precious and limited resource of water. The
Vaigai river basin is no exemption for this situation. Madurai
Corporation presently discharges the major portion of the
untreated sewer into the river Vaigai and this stagnates as
pools in many places emitting bad odor and breeding mosqui-
toes and flies and this become the root cause for many water
borne diseases. The growth of population expanded housing
activities many fold.

Almost the entire cultivated land for about 10 km radius has
become housing colonies. But the town planning authorities
failed to consider before approving a particular area was as to
what steps have been initiated by local bodies, real estate
promoters etc, to treat and dispose of the domestic sewers
and whether the same is as per approved specifications. The
indiscriminate approval of new housing colonies are lacking
sanitary and environmental facilities caused a considerable
quantity of untreated water enter the river Vaigai and pollute it
and slowly push it become another Cooum of Tamilnadu.

The authorities concerned viz., Government of India, Govern-
ment of Tamilnadu, Pollution Control Board, Madurai Corpo-
ration and WRO of Government of Tamilnadu have initiated
some steps to address the problems which provide hope for
improving the situation. Mainly the sewerage system of the
city is being improved and expanded. This improvement un-
der execution is confined to city limit and do not cover the
urban agglomeration. The result is the untreated sewers from
these areas may reach the river Vaigai and continue to pollute
the same.

Suggestions

Public awareness programme on environment for city people
to put their wastes into dustbins, keeping their surrounding
clean, desist from using river and channel side for public con-
venience must be conducted as frequently as possible by
even making liberal use of mass media like T.V., Radio,
Newspaper etc. The eviction of encroachments should be not
on a fits and start manner and instead it must be a continuous
activity so that there occurs no encroachment again this
would also help poor people from losing their hard earned
money by encroaching government land. The villages on
Vaigai river basin must be taught to involve in afforestation
activities, desist from using chemical fertilizers and pesticides
etc,. The Government remain inactive on abating the pollution
of the river for fairly a long time and the recent efforts taken
by them have so far not yet benefited the people since house
connection of sewers yet to be given even for phase | for
which works have almost been completed and the preliminar-
ies of inviting applications etc., from the residents have be-
gun. Major portion of the work is yet to be commenced and
completed. Therefore the scheme remains to benefit the pub-
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lic and to reduce the pollution level of the river. For executing
a scheme of any magnitude for pollution abatement, interde-
partmental co-ordination especially among WRO, forest, agri-
culture, public health and local body with active co-operating
NGOs and local people must be ensured. Local people are
skeptical about the inter departmental co-ordination to ensure
the Vaigai river pollution free and whether the river would gain
its original glory. The departments must therefore commit to
serve the society and to raise the quality of Vaigai river sur-
face flow and see that in the near future the day must come
when Madurai people will rush to the river and scoop the
water into their palms taste it and sprinkle it on their heads as
holy theertham and use it to quench their thirst.
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Love, like a mountain-wind upon
an oak,
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and bough.

- Sappho
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Abstract

The ideology of culture started when man started living in groups. In India it dates back to Vedic period, the arrival of Aryans
and the Indus valley civilization. Culture is a complex scheme when it comes to India. India is diverse and rich in numerous
cultures. With the change in culture comes the change in society, yet certain customs and traditions are still intact. Devdutt
Pattanaik is a contemporary Indian author, who interprets on the Indian scriptures. According to him, myth is a subjective truth
which is depicted through symbols, rituals and stories. Indian culture is reflected through Indian mythology and thereby Pat-
tanaik facilitates with new insights for the modern readers. This paper is an attempt to analyze Devdutt Pattanaik’s Jaya: an
lllustrated Retelling of Mahabharata in the light of Antonio Gramsci’s “theory of Cultural Hegemony”. Gramsci argued, the socie-
ty is manipulated by the most powerful and supreme people of that society. In the retelling of the great Indian epic Mahabhara-
fa, it is evident that the supreme people of that country controlled the whole mass. They altered the rules, values, cultural
norms according to their benefits and also manipulated the society accordingly. The ruling class did not force the proletariats;
yet they dominated using culture as a tool. In this way the ruling class’s Cultural view becomes the accepted one in the society.

Keywords: Retellings, Cultural domination, Mahabharata, Gramsci, Women.
Introduction

In this research paper few incidents from the book Jaya is extracted to explore on the dominations by the ruling class Kshatriya
over the society and their modification on the rules and principles. The research paper is divided into two parts the first part
concentrates on women who are subjugated and dominated by the ruling class in the name of culture. The second part draws
various examples to prove they ruled over the education system and also modified the principles according to their benefits. It
also portrays that they acted as a deciding factors in all the events happening around the country.

Devdutt Pattanaik is a contemporary Indian author; he interprets on the Indian scripts. He imparts the inbuilt knowledge in the
Indian scriptures. By imparting it in the contemporary world, in a way he is facilitating with new insights and also unveiling the
fragrance of Indian epics to this modern world. Jaya: An lllustrated Retelling of Mahabharata is an abridged version of the origi-
nal text Mahabharata. It provokes the reader to know more about Indian Mythology. The author has written in simple language
and embellished with illustrations.

Antonio Gramsci (1891-1937) is a 20t century Italian philosopher, well known for his recasting thought on Marx’s Ideology. In
Marxist firm he is identified as a Neo Marxists and also as a Marxist Humanism. His most important contribution to Marxism
was his 33 notebooks collectively called as The Prison Notebook (1970), which he wrote on his imprisonment by a fascist re-
gime.

In the theory of Cultural Hegemony, Hegemony means the domination/ leadership of the ruling class over the society with the
consent of the people. “Hegemony is the domination of particular sections of society by the powerful classes not necessarily
through threats of violence or the law but by winning their consent to be governed and dominated. Hegemony, like ideology,
works less through coercion than through consent” (Nayar 130). According to Antonio Gramsci, the capitalist in the society
dominated the proletariats culturally by justifying their action. They propagate an ideology which is accepted by everyone invol-
untarily. The ruling class controlled the society using culture as an instrument. They dominated in a way where the opposition
on the ideology was never argued. The ruling class made the mass believes that this is natural way of living. The ruling class
altered the cultural norms according to their will and wish. They persuade the mass by describing about the brighter side of
their action. “. . . The dominant classes usually achieve this by suggesting to the working classes that the present social condi-
tion is ‘natural’, benevolent and ultimately beneficial to them” (Nayar 128).

Cultural critics like Gramsci questioned the “inequalities within the power structures and seeks to discover models to restructure
relationship between majority and minority discourses. Hence, culture is always political.” (Malik and Batra 139)

The retold version of Mahabharata Jaya is one good example to show the capitalist domination over the society. In ancient
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period the King with massive army is considered to be the
most powerful one among the rest. In Jaya, the Kings of Has-
tinapur are the most powerful and supreme clan with massive
army. According to Indian Varna system, Kshatriya category
people are soldiers and kings, eventually they become the
dominating one in the society. In so far as caste is concerned,
the Brahmins are considered as a superior category, but
when it comes to class and power the Kshatriya category
people are considered as the most superior in the country.
The Brahmins serve as mentors and as a group of intellectual
people, who guides the Kshatriyas.

Women and Cultural Hegemony

One of the powerful characters observed in the book Jaya is
Devavrata, who is also known as Bhishma. He is the great
grandfather of Pandavas and the Kauravas. The Hegemony
can be observed more during his period and by him as well.
Even though he is not a King, he holds more power than a
king. He scrutinizes the city and the well being of the Kuru
family.

Bhishma does anything for the welfare of family, but sticks to
the principles of Dharma. He alters the values according to
his thought process. To maintain harmony in his family at
times he defies the values. He abducts women for the mar-
riage of his step-brother, Vichitravirya and his grandson,
Dhirtarashtra. In both the case he uses his authoritative pow-
er to accomplish it. In this instance Bhishma dominates over
the other Kings as well as the princesses.

In first case he abducts the Princesses of Kashi Amba, Ambi-
ka and Ambalika for his step-brother Vichitravirya. Secondly,
he threatens the King of Gandhara indirectly to give away his
daughter Gandhari for his blind grandson Dhirtarashtra. In
both the case he abducts women without their will. These
incidents are evident to depict the status of women and the
Kings who has less power. Though they are married of to the
kings of Hastinapur, both Vichitravirya “. . . Vichitravirya was
unfit groom for any women” (36) and Dhirtarashtra has physi-
cal iliness. The former one suffered of tuberculosis and the
latter one is blind. Unfortunately Vichitravirya dies. Bhisma
‘epitome of dharma’ abducts women and force them to marry
a physically unfit person and suffer; this was not seen as
adharma due to his power. Bhishma does allow Amba to go
and marry her lover King Shalva, but because of his
(Bhishma’s) act she was rejected by her lover and was devas-
tated. “But Shalva refused to take Amba back. ‘How can |
take back as queen a woman abducted by another man and
then returned as charity’, he said” (37)

Satyawati, wife of king Shantanu is a fisher woman. She
eventually belongs to lower caste, yet here she holds more
power. Only because she was the queen of Hastinapur and
she reside under the rule of powerful people. In order to main-
tain the family ancestry Satyawati forces both her daughters-
in-law (Ambika and Ambalika) to have physical relationship
with her son Vyasa. A women’s inner feel and their consent
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for the act of Niyoga was subsidiary thing for the ruling class
people.

Ruling class people want their family esteem to be conserved.
For which they are ready to do anything. Here they accom-
plish the act not by force but by using a cultural norm
‘Niyoga', means if a man cannot bear a child or dies before
bearing a child, a person is appointed to help the women bare
child in order to maintain the family lineage. “By the law of
niyoga, prescribed in the books of Dharma, any child they
bear belongs to their deceased husband” (38)

Practicing ‘Niyoga’ was more common during the Vedic peri-
od. The Vedic women are manipulated and educated from
their birth regarding the cultural norms of the Hinduism. Thus
when such situation arises they accept it without a denial.
They were haunted by the repercussions if they deny. The
cultural norms are used by the ruling class to dominate the
lower class people and the weaker ones. The same hap-
pened in the case of Ambika and Ambalika, they were not
ready to indulge in the act, but were ordered by Satyawati to
undertake her concern keeping in mind the country’s welfare.
They did not refuse to do but while indulging in the act the
former one closed her eyes in fear and the latter one turned
pale in fear, as a consequence of their act both the sons were
born with physical inability, Dhirtarashtra born blind and Pan-
du born with pale appearance respectively.

The ramification depicted in Jaya is a clear evident that no
one should disobey or show denial for the customs. It is not
only their cultural attack, it is in a way showing the mass and
the later generation to follow the cultural norms of Hinduism
with complete acceptance. These customs and traditions are
used by the ruling class (Kshatriyas) for their welfare. There is
no place for pathos. Women are treated as a mere object by
the ruling class men and women. They ruled using their pow-
er by manipulating about the brighter side of their action and
sometimes evoking sympathy, which can be observed in this
book.

The next person to fall as a prey was Gandhari, Princess of
Gandhara. Bhishma threatened King Subala to render his
daughter for his blind grandson. King Subala was having less
arm power comparing Bhishma, which led him to give up on
his daughter for his country’s welfare. Once again the coun-
try’s welfare was considered as the most important one than a
live person. Both Bhishma and King Subala take decision by
not considering about a woman'’s feeling. “She did not know
at the time of her wedding that she was marrying a blind
man” (43)

Unlike Ambika and Ambalika, Gandhari did not show any
disapproval for their decision. She accepted what life offered
to her. She showed her disapproval by shutting her eyes for
the rest of her life. Voicing out for the injustice happening to
the Vedic women was not even dreamt of. Anyone who be-
longs to lower class is meant to suffer irrespective of their
gender. But women were more prompt for such action.
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Women suffered culturally and physical, they had no way to
argue or advocate for themselves. Their consent was not
even asked or even considered, they were forced to obey the
orders of the superior one. The place where a person dwell
and the position he/she hold act as a deciding factor. In Jaya,
caste does play a vital role but only in the case of poor or
when it favors the upper class people.

Modification on the rules

Brahmins are teachers, priests, intellectuals and Shudras are
the workers, laborers and artisans in accordance with the
Indian Varna system. When a Brahmin wanted to be a warrior
it was accepted but when a Shudra wants to be a warrior it
was restricted by saying it is not their job.

The Shudrasiproletariats are made to believe the fact that
they are meant only to be laborers not warriors. The ruling
class quoted from the rule book that they are denied to learn
war skills. In Jaya it is through Ekalavya and Karna we can
witness the ruling class domination over the education sys-
tem. “This was necessary for the sake of Social stability- we
cannot allow everyone to become archers” (65).

The reason for restricting a Shudra to not to be a warrior can
also be applied for the Brahmins (Guru Drona, Guru Kripa,
Ashwathama) who actively participated in the Kurukshetra
war. Yet Brahmins were allowed to be a warrior, this is due to
their superiority in caste and also they act as intellectuals for
Kshatriyas. Thus, rules are only for the proletariats/Shudras
and not for the ruling class/Kshatriyas and upper caste
(Brahmin) people.

The Pandavas played a major role in modifying the rules and
principles according to their favor. They justify their actions
and reactions by finding a loop hole or creating such situation
that which is convincing. Krishna acts as a backbone for all
their actions. In the whole plot he justifies all their action by
saying stories and depicts them as the superior beings. To
the world Pandavas are of good conduct and they followed
the path of Dharma. This image was created by themselves
and also by Krishna. The path of Pandavas was always to-
wards Dharma and they never committed any adharma in
their life.

The ultimate truth is that they justified their doings to show
themselves as a model of Dharma to the world. In case,
Yudhistira is called the epitome of Dharma but through his
actions it's evident that he too altered the rules for the welfare
of his brothers. One such incident to show his domination is
during the graduation ceremony he speaks about the princi-
ples of Dharma, when Karna wanted to take part in the game.
Yudhistira argues during the graduation ceremony that a low
caste person cannot take part in a duel with Arjuna. “Dharma
states that a man should be what his father is. Karna’s father
is a charioteer. He cannot be a Kshatriya” (66) He says that
only a Kshatriya can fight against Kshatriya, Karna being the
son of a Charioteer has no rights to fight against a Kshatriya.
Here he not only humiliated Karna by stating him as a low
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caste, he also failed to encourage the merit of a person. At
the same time in Kurukshetra war the same Karna fought
against the Pandavas and also Arjuna. At that time Yudhistira
did not argue on the same. The reason can be that Karna
became the King of Anga or he is favoring his enemy clan.
Once again class of person is much considered than caste.

In so far as caste is concerned, Bhima (one among the Pan-
davas) also has no rights to take part in the ceremony, as
stated in the story once when Kauravas poisoned Bhima he
was rescued by the Nagas. Adding to this, his mother “Kunti
is a descendant of yadu and yadu was the son-in-law of
Dhumravarna, a great Naga. Thus, the blood of Nagas flows
in your veins. You are one of us” (74) It is proven that he has
the identity of the caste which is below the Shudras and still
he is taking part in the ceremony and learned war skills.

Karna who was Abandoned by his mother has no clear identi-
fication of his caste was castaway by authorities. This is in the
clear light to show only the Kshatriya category people are well
versed in war skills others are not meant to be well versed in
war skills. The ruling class always wanted to show them-
selves great in war skills, they either destroy the situation for
proletariats to prove their merit or restrict them to learn the
war skills.

In this epic each character has a contrast for their action.
What makes a man to deny at one instance and accept the
same in another. The ultimate aim of the ruling class here is
to rule over the country and the people. They made sure that
they dominated over the proletariats in all ways with justifica-
tion.

After Bhishma, Pandavas are portrayed as the most dominat-
ing characters in the epic. They dominated using their power
and knowledge. In a tricky way they won in Kurukshetra war
by over-ruling all the rules of war. Pandavas can even be
seen as cruel beings. They are the selfish characters who act
only for their betterment. They step down to the level of killing
the lower caste people as they want to live.

Arjuna used his own son Iravan, from a Naga Ulupi “The Pan-
davas could not sacrifice Arjuna and would not sacrifice Krish-
na and so all eye turned to Iravan” (247) born out of lower
caste wives to die for him during the war. Which is dharma?
Persuading the low caste people to die for their victory? The
low caste people are willing do this act without any argument
or thought. It is the power of the ruling class to manipulate
them in such a way, that a low caste accepts it involuntarily.

According to Gramsci's argument ruling class dominated the
proletariats using Cultural norms and also by drawing justifi-
cation for their action. In the light of his argument, the charac-
ters in Jaya dominated not only the proletariats in the name of
caste; they also dominated over Kings with less arm power.
Those with massive army ruled the country and had all the
privilege to over-rule the rules and cultural norms. Only few
incidents and the characters are focused in this paper. Itis a

[Continued in page 25]
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[Continuation from page 17]

modest attempt which focuses on the dominations of ruling
class.

Conclusion

On the whole the book in itself is a good example to argue
about the Cultural Hegemony prevailed during Vedic period.
Various mode of domination can be observed in the book.
They valued the lower caste/class people and women as a
mere commodity to serve for their betterment. In Jaya, many
women characters are treated as a mere object. They were
bounded and dominated using the Cultural norms. Be it the
historic heroine Draupadi or the low caste Hidimbi all were il
treated by the ruling class.

In his paper only four characters from the book are taken
(Amba, Ambika, Ambalika and Gandhari) to depict on how
they are culturally dominated by the ruling class. Satyawati
and Bhishma had justification and cultural support for their
behaviors. The ruling class wanted to maintain their esteem
and wanted to be the great all the time.

Mainly two things helped the ruling class maintain their He-
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gemony; one is by having massive army and another one is
by manipulating the mass using culture. “The Marxists
viewed culture as a part of ideological process whereby the
ruling class foists its own values on the rest of society. In this
tradition culture has been regarded as an instrument of domi-
nance or oppression.” (Malik and Batra 138) For every action
they were able to bring in a justification, which was served in
way that no one was able to disapprove. This can be ob-
served in the actions and reactions of Pandavas towards
Karna and Iravan. Thus, the ruling class dominated the mass
by manipulating them with Cultural norms and altering the
principles according to their convenience by bringing in justifi-
cation for the same.
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‘ ' ol Outsider and Insider: A Comparative Reading of
t e Mahaswetha Devi and Bama
)
\,:‘/ = Dr. Hasanath T
- e Assistant Professor of English, Govt. College, Malappuram, Kerala
Abstract

The canon of literature was focused only on the upper caste or upper-class male writers, whose texts were given the permis-
sion to keep in the bookshelves of the readers. With much struggle and tension, today to some extent, the canon of writing has
been shifted from the hard clutches of the sophisticated ‘super’ authors. When literature is escaped from the grip of the upper
class, there arises a chance for portraying downtrodden characters and their sufferings in the production of texts. Therefore, in
subaltern writings, it is clear that the close blending of text, history, and narration strengthens in the growth and development of
this particular genre. Both Mahaswetha Devi and Bama try to uphold the true spirit of subaltern writing through their texts, de-
piction of history and the way they narrated their stories to the public. Being women, both of them belong to the ‘weaker sec-
tions’ of the society and they work for the upliftment of the same weaker sections of the society like dalits, Adivasis, poor la-
bourers and women and so on.

Key words: Comparative Literature-Outsider- Insider- Mahaswetha Devi- Bama- subaltern- women

Comparative study of literature is no doubt a difficult task, as the comparatist has to absorb whole heartedly to the multidimen-
sional facets of comparison like linguistic, cultural, religious, economic, social and historical factors of the works or authors.
Comparative literature is the study of interrelations between any two or more than two significant works of literature. It is essen-
tial that while making the comparative study, the comparatist must take the sources, themes, myths, forms, artistic strategies,
social and religious movements and trends into consideration. The analyst with his critical approach and investigations will find
out the similarities and dissimilarities among various works that he has undertaken for the purpose of comparison. .

Human nature is, undoubtedly, the same all over the world especially when it possesses a literary bend of mind. That is why
human expressions in all literary works are bound to have deep- rooted similarities and affinities. Hence there lie affinities be-
tween the writings of different authors from different backgrounds. Mahaswetha Devi and Bama try to uphold the true spirit of
subaltern writing through their texts, depiction of history and the way they narrated their stories to the public. Mahaswetha Devi,
till her last breath, worked for the tribal people in and around her place. Being women, both of them belong to the ‘weaker sec-
tions’ of the society and they work for the benefit of the same weaker sections of the society like Dalits, Tribals, poor labourers,
and women

The works taken for this study are not written in English and therefore the only solution to access these writers is the translated
versions of their books. The life and background of the authors’ influence in carving their writings. Sometimes, the literary back-
grounds of the authors benefit them to produce sensible works. Some writers who are born with golden spoons in their mouths
get ample chances to open the gateway of literature from their homes itself. They are really lucky to have the vista of literature
before them. But in some other cases, the stark realities of poverty, lack of belongingness, humiliated and frustrated lives from
childhood onwards and other personal matters may act as fuel to boil their literary blood. In the Indian scenario, caste has be-
come an inevitable identity mark for all citizens. Earlier it was one among many questions to be filled by the people in applica-
tion forms, but these days it has become a deep-rooted scar in the minds of people. Therefore, caste (a form of stratification
unique to India) has a specific role in formulating the subjectivity of the writers.

While framing a comparison between the two authors taken for study in the context of subaltern literature, the prime considera-
tion should be given to the caste to which they belong to:

Mahaswetha Devi belongs to a liberal literary family who got enough chances to get educated and she had experienced a nice
atmosphere at home. Mahaswetha Devi writes about her family like this:

| was fortunate enough to be born in a family where both sides were liberal and women were held in great respect. The women
were terrors, indomitable, fearless [...] and all received education. At home we were nine brothers and sisters [...] everyday
was a festival, so much sharing. | don’t see that now. This had a great influence on my work, on my life. (qtd. in Sharma 161)

Unlike Mahasweta Devi, the family of Bama is not liberal as such. In the beginning of her life, even if her family supported her,
(especially her father who was in the army and her brother who is a writer), the community in which she was born into never
gave her any encouragement. The community feeling of Dalits assigns certain rules and regulations to be followed by the Dalit
families. The individual choice is not at all counted and the decision makers are the elder males of the community. This lack of
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freedom tarnishes the freedom of expression of the Dalits,
even though they are aware that the outer world plans crook-
ed ways to root out them from their own habitats.

In dealing with tribal and Dalit issues through their writing,
both Mahaswetha Devi and Bama have shown justice to their
readers. They try to pose questions in the minds of Indians
who are seemingly quite away from the problems of others.
The need for social and economic freedom and security of
the citizens of India is accentuated through their works and
their actions. Both of them believe that social purification can
be attained not only through powerful writing but also through
constant efforts by the same category to open up the eyes of
our policymakers. Therefore, rather than writing in the closed
rooms of their houses, they come out to act. In many of their
interviews, they share their strong criticism at the academi-
cians who are fully merged in evaluating these authors aca-
demically. They express their strong wish to be a part of the
downtrodden.

The problems of Adivasis and Dalits are to be treated differ-
ently. For Dalits, since they are living among others they
have to face different kinds of hurdles to get higher educa-
tion. Most often they have to experience closed doors to
education. At the core of Dalits' experience of life, it is not
only the fear of physical and sexual violence but also the
concomitant humiliation that such open violence entails. We
have seen enough examples that thwarted Dalits aspirations
to study by a systematic effort to prevent them from moving
up.

Bama, like many Dalit writers, also calls attention to the role
of education in the lives of Dalits and through her works she
narrates the hardships she had experienced while she was in
schools and colleges. Suppressing the pangs of hunger and
shame, she stands up among other Dalit students, when the
teacher reads out their names for availing stipend. She re-
peatedly shares the humiliation with the readers in her auto-
biography Karukku. TM Yesudasan in his essay “To a Pro-
logue to Dalit Studies” observes: “Education and knowledge
acquisition are totally owned by the upper caste and upper
class. Institutionalisation of power is still adamant in the pow-
er structure of the world even though we repeatedly stress
that we are modern” (Yesudasan 4).

For Mahaswetha Devi, the learned Professor, acquisition of
knowledge has not been banned and therefore she could
sharpen her thoughts with the education she had acquired.
She has involved deeply with the Tribals and especially in
Chottanagpur region and she has written a number of novels,
short stories, and articles concerning the tribal issues. After
her commitment to her students, she has spent much of her
time with the Adivasis and she used to live with them. This
belongingness has given her the fitle ‘Adivasi Ma-
haswetha’ ( Devy 1) and her texts also show a great affinity
towards them. In one of his memoirs, Ganesh N Devy re-
members the way Mahaswetha Devi spoke about Adivasis in
one programme. He remembers that she had no written
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script. She spoke of the civilisational graces of the Adivasis,
how the society had mindlessly destroyed the culture of Adi-
vasis and how the innocents had been brutalised. Her works
and her activism go together and therefore her works are to
be read in the light of her activism.

Her texts cover different themes such as caste oppression,
material violence, inhuman torture, overarching hegemony,
historic marginalisation, and engineered exclusion. She
keeps specific agendas for her writing, and change and
transformation have been top priorities of her agenda. Social
change and cultural elevation are central to her life and
works. Her life and her works prefer her to be known as a
downtrodden writer. Though she had been born in a literary
family, she never goes with the literariness of literature that is
‘arts for art’s sake’. She has selected topics related to the
harsh realities of the Indian subcontinent and she has written
about them, deviating from the romantic and spiritual tradi-
tions of Bengali literature. She says:

| have never had the capacity nor the urge to create art for
art's sake. Since | never learnt to do anything more useful, |
have gone on writing. | have found authentic documentation
to be the best medium for protest against injustice and exploi-
tation. (Preface to Shrestho Golpo)

Mahaswetha Devi shows a very different outlook about the
fabrication of history in her works. She has selected her char-
acters from history and these characters are being histori-
cised in some contexts. In one of her interviews, she theoreti-
cally divides traditional history and subaltern history. Indian
history or history of any nation is a vast depiction of the out-
ward history, history of the front row. According to her, tribal
history is not seen as continuity in Indian historiography. But
she expresses her hope that the present historians are trying
to unearth the ‘buried down’ history. She moves in search of
live characters who have never appeared in the official histo-
ry. The historians have failed to document one of the most
significant facts of the history that is the participation and
contribution of the indigenous people or Adivasis in the strug-
gle for independence. Adivasis were, in fact, the precursors
or initiators of the armed rebellion against the British, but
historians have conveniently ignored this fact. In her interview
with Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, she frantically shares the
way the Adivasis are being evicted from this land. She says:

Yet after each rebellion- always related to land and labour-
they were evicted from their home places. In the context of
the tribal world of Eastern India, which is what | know, they
migrated towards Bengal, they were taken to Assam as tea
garden labourers, kept in Bengal to clear the mangrove for-
ests in the Sundarbans, the indigo planters brought them, this
is continuing history, there is no break in it. (Spivak Interview,
1999)

She has shown her adoration to the world of tribals and she painfully
acknowledges that the educated Indian people never have
tried to understand the mysteries of this tribal world, but in-
stead they have conducted many types of research to know
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how to destroy it. She says that tribal world is like a continent
handed over to us, and we never tried to explore it, know its
mysteries. Therefore to reknit those entire experiences of the
tribals are difficult tasks by the writers without knowing their
history. Thus Mahaswetha Devi tries to knit together the histo-
ry of the Adivasis with personal experiences with them and
the imagination of the writer acts as a cord between history
and reality. So most of her novels are a continuation of tribal
history which otherwise would have been vanished from the
world itself. She uses her writings and actions to fight against
the feudal land system in independent India. She recognises
that this feudal system can only nurture and sustain a feudal
value system. Through her works she pinpoints that the feu-
dal value system is anti-women, anti-poor and against all
working class people. In such a system, the landowners will
form the ministry and they will undoubtedly rule over the
country. Her work often questions the relevance of introducing
new ways and measures to be followed to make them better
citizens of India.

Bama, comparatively a new author when taken with the veter-
an Mahaswetha Devi, has no much personal experience of
watching the great calamities of the world. The history depict-
ed in her novels and other short stories is the history of her
community itself. She too gets the past of her community
through oral tales mostly from her maternal grandmother,
whom she addressed as Patti in her novels. Her grandmother
has given her the treasury of myths, traditions, and customs
followed by the Dalit community in her village. The description
of her grandmother in Sangati suggests the rural knowledge
she possessed and she was the midwife of the area and her
skill in cutting the umbilical cord from the mother is very fa-
mous there. Through her, Bama shares the lives of Dalits,
their role in the society and the humiliation faced by them
from the upper caste Naickers. Her texts combine memories
of suffering and joy, humiliation and triumph. As Paula Rich-
man noted down she had witnessed both good and bad
throughout her life. Just as Christianity brought her both
God's word and heartless institutions, her native village pro-
vided her with the landscape of endearing beauty and terrify-
ing violence. She expresses admiration for the ingenuity and
perseverance of Paraya women while revealing the contempt-
ible way they are treated by landowners, police officers, and
Paraya men, as well as priests and nuns (Richman 140).

While coming to the character portrayal, both writers have
concentrated on characters with life dissociated with the ficti-
tious temperament. The life like characters throughout the
texts stood as transformed rather than simply embracing the
age old tradition of oppression and suppression. In Rudali,
Mahaswetha Devi presents an evolution in the character San-
ichari. In the beginning, she is projected as a downtrodden
woman with all her tension and fear to live in this world. She
lived for her husband and for her family. Towards the end of
the novel, she emerges as better equipped to adapt, survive
and manipulate the system. In other words, she is more em-
powered than she is at the beginning. The individual is histori-
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cised, not highlighted to the exclusion of context. Along with
this agenda of historicisation runs a harsh and powerful cri-
tique of an exploitative and repressive socio economic and
religious system. Confronting this, the author positions the
issue of survival, with an assertion of belief in the necessity
for and benefits, of community (Katyal 42).

Mahaswetha Devi's tribal characters are the ideal examples
of strength, power, and advocates of traditional Adivasi cul-
ture. Her characters in The Book of the Hunter are struggling
hard to keep their traditional identity. Shabars are not well
known as other tribes like Santhal, Munda and the Oraon.
The Shabars are full of raw vigour, and show deep and ardent
love for each other that frequently brings them pain. They are
fiercely defiant of any infringement upon their lives. They live
mainly by hunting and refuse to cultivate and grow crops. As
the towns and villages enlarge, they are driven deeper and
deeper into the forest. The gradual shrinking of their habitat
and extinction of their means of livelihood and way of life are
issues that are buried under the drivel of development.
Though the novel is set in the Sixteenth century, it resonates
with the present-day worries about the mindless devastation
of the environment causing serious ecological imbalance.

In Bashai Tudu, Devi speaks of deprivation, marginalisation, and
discrimination based on caste system. It stresses that the
existing disparity between the ‘haves' and ‘have-nots' is noth-
ing new. The resistance of Bashai and his fellow comrades is
noteworthy as he fights of reclaiming their rights and the
rights of the people, the Adivasis who are mostly landless
labourers. The whole narrative is carefully woven as a double
helix.

In Devi's narration, not all her female figures are always pow-
erful role models; sometimes the moral charge of the narra-
tive is located in other textual features such as irony, a combi-
nation of irony and myth, and an interplay of history and fic-
tion. In the process of telling the story, she influences the
reader in such a way that the reader becomes a necessary
participant in the process of reconstructing the value system
implicit in the text. As in Mahaswetha’s other stories, myth
and history interact in a narrative that simultaneously recon-
structs the ‘real’ or ‘factual’ even as it demonstrates the time-
less repeatability of a pattern of human behaviour. The time-
less perspective is held in balance with the finely tuned sense
of historical accuracy, especially in charting the social chang-
es that alter the life of the community. The narrative depicts
the changes in ritual practice. Myth enlarges the scope of the
narrative, linking its localised particularity to larger historical
patterns and also offers a code for the reinterpretation of his-
tory (Chakravarthy 59).

In her narration, Bama pinpoints several inter-reliant factors
that led to the brutal repression. The competition that is innate
in caste hierarchy encourages middle jatis to maintain down-
ward pressure on those beneath them. Police derive their
power from the state and their access to the instruments of
punishment is also at the maximum. Patriarchal assumptions
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of masculinity come out in terms of violence. The Catholic
hierarchy at the local level is often indifferent to the well- be-
ing of Paraya men. Bama also explains the way the police
received bribery in the form of rare treat of freshly cooked
meat and thus they take pleasure in teaching Parayas to stay
in their place. She shows how the local priest neither provides
refuge to those seeking asylum nor contributes a single rupee
for the legal defense of imprisoned Parayars.

Yet the novel Karukku ends in an unexpected way by drawing
attention on how resourceful Paraya women are. She re-
counts how they arrange legal aid, perform housework, and
work in the fields as well, and some secretly supply food to
men in hiding while others share resources to feed children.
The police truck them away, hoping to undermine the wom-
en's self-reliance, but they simply walk home and begin work
a new. A group of women even aids a man in hiding to gaze
one last time at the body of his son, who has just died. Dress-
ing the father in a sari, they smuggle him into their lamenta-
tion troupe to weep at the funeral. These acts demonstrate
their courage and perseverance. In her first autobiographical
novel, Bama shows the birth of a new writer. After leaving the
convent, the nuns filled her with guilt about her ideals, and
she felt despair and thus she began to record her experienc-
es. The necessity of keeping her Dalit identity as such is es-
tablished through the publication of Karukku. Her convent
superiors had demanded submission to the church hierarchy.
Her deep intention to teach Paraya students rather than
wealthy children is treated as her willful acts of disobedience.

Bama’s second novel Sangati, as she herself argues, is an
autobiography of her community. She moves from recounting
a single life to providing an autobiography of a community of
Paraya women (Richman 143). She keeps the balance of
writing by introducing the joyful life they have experienced in
their village, which is denied to upper caste women and the
horror of sexual exploitation by upper - caste men. The novel
contains twelve chapters; it recounts the stories of female kin,
neighbours, and school friends. Each chapter of Sangati as-
sembles multiple narratives and interpretation around a single
theme, highlighting diversity within Paraya practice.

Bama introduces women characters, even though they do not
possess formal education, who can apply logic in their lives.
She shows the practicality and logic applied by her communi-
ty during their wedding ceremonies. Bama’s mother married
during a severe famine, so her family dug up anthills, found
grass seeds that the ants had collected, and cooked the seed
into a meal for guests. For similar reasons, five Paraya cou-
ples were married simultaneously in the Catholic Church.

Bama’s Vanmam strikes a chord in Dalit writing. Unlike her
earlier works and many of the Dalit writings, in Vanmam,
Bama instead of blowing of the agonies and sufferings of the
downtrodden, loudly raises her voice and vehemently asserts
that the need for the unity and solidarity of the suppressed for
a better future. Though the plot is rather weak, as it dovetails
the events involving two Dalit castes in a village called Ka-
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dampatty. The Parayars and Pallars of the village are labour-
ers in the fields of landlords and they are destined to lead a
pitiable existence with the husk thrown by them. In spite of
their hard labour, they have to remain half fed with porridge
(Duresh 1). While commenting on the diligence of the
Parayrs, Bama writes, "The Parayars toiled hard day and
night to turn even barren land into fertile fields” (VM 6).

Mahaswetha Devi considers the theme of transformation in
her novels with multiple layers of meanings- political, philo-
sophical and psychological. She presents real original charac-
ters with no doubt about life. She often chooses her themes
and framework for her stories from the world of tribals. In her
themes, there is also the acute presence of folk tradition. Her
texts are very compact in structure. Since she is an outsider,
she uses distancing techniques in her novels to keep her
objective nature in her works. She uses fiction to analyse the
macrocosm by presenting objectively and scientifically a mi-
crocosm. On the other hand, Bama uses the genre, autobiog-
raphy to narrate her stories to the public. Autobiography is the
best tool used by the writers from the downtrodden to speak
about themselves. Her personal experiences have settled the
pattern of her life and provided themes which often occurred
in her books. Like many of her heroines, she is seeking inde-
pendence though they have a kind of community living. Both
writers address issues which have come to see central to the
Indian background. Their novels deal with many similar issues
and contain many of the same themes. Not only the themes
but characters, setting, techniques and symbols in the novels
of Mahaswetha Devi and Bama have a great deal in common.

Mahaswetha Devi and Bama question the hegemony of the
upper castes in India through their works. Though they use
different narrative techniques and characters to project their
ideologies in front of the public, the question that Mahaswetha
Devi faces is if a nondalit writer can contribute to Dalit Litera-
ture. Dalit critics, while discussing the authenticity and aes-
thetics of Dalit literature, share the same opinion that Dalit
literature is the product of Dalits. The topics they discuss
under this heading are their personal experiences in the daily
lives.

Mahaswetha Devi and Bama try to excavate the hidden
knowledge lied deep under the memories of historians. As
Foucault suggested their attempt was to unearth the subjugat-
ed histories. Foucault says that ‘subjugated knowledges’ are
the historical contents that have been buried and disguised in
a functionalist coherence or formal systematisation or it is a
whole set of knowledge, located low down on the hierarchy,
beneath the required level of scientificity. So, the talents that
these authors exhibited through their writings are no doubt
beneficial to the society in general and the downtrodden in
particular.
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I am not immune

It's been some time -

I no longer read books at night

I don't disturb

the sleep of paper

I no longer whisper

with things

Then

Between the coffee and afternoon
cigarettes

I don't arrange meetings

with my mind.

Only words can honour

the sculpting of things

My head no longer

falls asleep

40

U@ urrsuCurflé
Spriser.

urereuf e Geupdl Gy

Qbs Hlapailer epeld, &Hapammeie eUSTTLOTE
Sraramsdr  smslubSapen.  urrslGuTemy
QG LIL®LWTSS QeTamhsre smssTamalf &
allpreyd Sle Sgromseaile urrss QernCumdey
wHmd SArarudubwe Smallprald Qerparen
QameirrLu@&na.

Pg-ayemr

CupamPljerer eumbGLrfl eIpssTHSmET ®eUSS)
Crreenlurg, Osleamsaled obsmsermsGe
S EPhmsSET shsmard sHSECaTaTda@eny 6ren
Lews Ba@ ey (Plgding. smsala @ Qs
QILTES S SIHTETLI®MTULD LUGUADT LTSTm6
Wb Qeuisdr  cuamhi@GSpTisedr.  Gueid, wels
G Coradu  srwssCalu  SlmphiamaseEsh
Cararhluyarerery, LB iq & Smphmasmer Qg
QRGeS WHEGD LTy Qemid srarluBEna.
Slmanbley Hres6T

1. Coysmamresar.

2. sy Qesdusde operafsdr, Geupaiag, 2008,

Qguid  LSLSD, g

3. @meursd smpsravLany, urg ellguer s&8Geud,
2007, e  udiusd, Qserema.

4. preiyp  Qué yiey,  &.888Caud, 2013,

paflares; LSILSD, Qe
on the chest of any poem
Then
I won't be led astray by sloppy words
I listen -
The words are sputtering.
Scattered viruses
circulate in the library
T know -
This disease
is contagious!
I am not immune

- Bahareh Rezaei
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ABSTRACT

Identity is an essential thing to every being, but when it comes to the so-called transgender it remains a big question of discus-
sion. They constantly face many obstacles and they are driven out, not only in their family and society, but wherever they go.
Paava Kathaigal (trans: Sinful Stories) is an Indian Tamil-language anthology drama film, which consists of four short films by
four different directors. “Thangam” (trans: My Precious) is one of the short stories in it, which serves to underscore the reality of
gender discrimination, especially towards the transgenders. Sathaar, the main character, is a trans person from a Muslim com-
munity. Everyone in the village refers to Sathaar as "it", unworthy of a human pronoun, for refusing to comply with the stand-
ards laid down in heteronormative society. She desires to be a woman, has many moments of pain and loss, all lying deep
amidst all the humiliation, violence and harsh words. American writer, LGBTQ activist Julia Serano’s book Excluded narrates
about the pathetic plight and exclusion of trans people, especially excluding the trans woman in the feminist and queer move-
ments. This paper intends to focus on the pain of rejection, humiliation, discrimination, sexual torture undergone by the trans
character Sathaar with the conceptualization and notion with reference to Serano’s book Excluded.

KEYWORDS: Identity, Gender, Trans, Discrimination, Rejection.

Understanding the unmarked/marked distinction is vital, as it appears to underlie all forms of sexism, as well as marginalization
more generally...What is true is that the act of making automatically creates a double standard, where certain traits are viewed
and treated differently than others. This act of marking essentially divides the world up into two classes: those who have the
trait in question (for whom meanings and value judgments will tend to “stick”), and those who do not (and who are therefore
beyond reproach). These double standards provide the underlying architecture that enables sexism and marginalization.
(Serano 179)

Paava Kathaigal (trans: Sinful Stories) is an Indian Tamil-language anthology drama film which consists of four short films by
four different directors. “Thangam” (trans: My Precious), written and directed by Sudha Kongara, is one of the short stories in it,
which serves to underscore the reality of gender discrimination, especially towards the transgenders. The main cast of the short
film “Thangam" in Paava Kathaigal are the trans character Sathaar played by Kalidas Jayaram, Shanthanu Bhagyaraj as
Sathaar’s best friend Saravanan, Bhavani Sre as Sathaar's younger sister Sahira, and Vinodhini Vaidyanathan as Sathaar’s
Mother. The story is set in a small town named Kaadampalayam in Kovai District, in 1981. The central character Sathaar is a
Muslim trans woman, who secretly loves her Hindu childhood friend Saravanan, whom she affectionately calls “Thangam” (gold
or my precious). She gets money by standing at the queue and delivering the goods from the ration store to the residents’
house. Almost for eight years standing and collecting things in the ration shop, she had saved fifteen thousand rupees. After
getting some more money, she had decided to go Bombay and do her gender reassignment surgery. Meanwhile, after complet-
ing the studies and also getting an excellent job in the bank, Saravanan comes back to his village. Saravanan’s father scolds
him for befriending a person like Sathaar, saying “It's okay to even mess around with a whore, but if you don’t get a bride, be-
cause of that creature | swear I'll kill you and go to jail” (“Thangam” 5.44 - 5.55).

Being scared to sleep alone outside the home, Sathaar sleeps with her sisters. On seeing it, her father scolds by telling, “Devil!
How many times have | asked you not to sleep next to the girls?” (“Thangam” 10.08 - 10.16). Saravanan relies on Sathaar,
mentioning that he is in love with Sathaar's younger sister Sahira. Although heartbreaking, Sathar deals with the harsh truth
and unites Saravanan and Sahira, just because he was shattered to see his friend in tears. Sathaar was broken and sobs at
night unknowingly because all these years he had worked hard and collected money for the operation just to convert himself
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into a girl, so that she could marry Saravanan. Word spreads
about emerging love, and both families oppose relationships
due to the religious differences. Sathaar is beaten down by
her abusive dad despite the effort to protect Sahira. Sara-
vanan and Sahira plans to elope and get married, and
Sathaar gives all the money she has saved for her surgery to
reassign her sex for their happy life.

Before eloping, Saravanan was touched by his friend’s love
and hugs him affectionately. Sathaar breaks down in tears
and says, “If | touch someone, they either take advantage of
me or move away in disgust. Nobody's ever hugged me with
love before” (“Thangam” 19.50 - 20.05). After one year, after
having their first child, Saravanan and Sahira return to their
hometown as both the families have accepted their marriage.
During the journey home, they met the maternal uncle of Sar-
avanan and they enquired about Sathaar and wondered what
has happened to him as he has not written any letter to them,
as both of them were looking forward to meet Sathaar.

After Sathaar had helped the couple elope, the villagers dis-
owned her and she was expelled from the house by her own
family. The ration cards of the villagers were returned volun-
tarily by Saravanan's dad from Sathaar and she was left with-
out livelihood. She was obliged to live on the streets where
the hooligans constantly tried to harass her. On one such
night, those hooligans tried to physically abuse her and all
villagers refused to let her in. When she knocks at Sara-
vanan’s father’s door, he promises to save her if she happens
to tell where Saravanan and Sahira are. But Sathaar doesn’t
say a word and leaves from that place to protect her friend
and sister. She goes back to her parents for help out, but her
mother refuses to open the door and instead prompts her to
die at the hands of thugs since it's easier for her to marry the
rest of Sathaar’s sisters and restore the honor of the family.
The conversation between them are as follows:

Sathaar: “I'll die if you don’t let me in, mom.”

Mother: Go die, Sathaar, instead of killing us every day.
Why did | give birth to you?

The whole village rags my girls asking if they’re boys or girls.

They say, “As long as Sathaar there, he'll pimp out his sisters
one by one.”

How will | marry them off now?
Go die for their sake, Sathaar.
Dielll

Die, my son, just go away.
(“Thangam” 25.35 - 26.30)

When Sathaar hears this, she is devastated and goes willingly
into the hands of thugs who mercilessly violate, abuses and
kills her. Saravanan and Sahira are extremely upset and
heartbroken because of the whole village's heartlessness act
and the misfortune caused to Sathaar. Despite their constant
pleas, they leave without meeting their parents and villagers
saying, “How can you kill someone and feast on briyani like
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nothing happened? " (“Thangam” 27.20 — 27.25). Sahira even
refused to show the child’s face to others because even if the
child converts to another gender like Sathaar in the future,
then the whole village would Kill this child too heartless-
ly. Saravanan goes to his favorite place along the river where
he and Sathaar would meet. He finds Sathaar's little belong-
ings including Saravanan’s photo and the lipstick which he
had brought for Sathaar. He shouts and weeps for his long-
lost friend, who was sacrificed to the hooligans by the entire
village people heartlessly just for being a trans woman.

In society, gender binary of male and female is a major obsta-
cle to transgender life. Transgender people, who do not live
with the sex allotted to them during their birth and since they
do not live up to the expectations of society, they have to live
a terrible life. Trans people do not normally meet biological
sex's gender expectations and just because of it, they live on
a marginal life filled with torture, humiliation, physical abuse,
stalking and no hope of release. Many transgender people
come to represent their lives so that the old myths and con-
cepts that people hold about them can be eliminated. Some
are curious about trans people, some see them with anger
and frustration, often, some feel uncomfortable talking to
them, while others are frightened to some extent. The trans
women wish to question several societies that had social and
unfair prejudices, such as their disregard for the gestures of a
woman, and their disdain for woman who have a man’s body.
Their lives are not only a sign of their pain, but a plea for the
world to change the misunderstanding about the whole trans
community.

The more authentic voice of the transgender community can
be heard through the writers from within the community. Most
of the books written by trans-identified authors have tradition-
ally fallen into the category of memoir or self-narrative. These
self-narratives provide the genuine representation of their
lives as the genre of life writing is an art of expression from
oneself. Such personal narratives are important to celebrate
the transgender identity. Most of the trans narratives share
the specific trope of sexual abuse, attempted suicide and use
of aggression as a means for survival. These works can be
considered not only as testimonies but also as a recognized
tales of rights and citizenship. Julia Serano, an American
writer, born in the late 1960s understood that she was trapped
in the body of male during her sixth grade. In 1979, she found
out that she was actually a transgender. Right from the child-
hood, the transgender people struggle with the complex psy-
che of being in-between two genders. This distressing feeling
of in betweenness is termed as gender dysphoria which is
identified as a “feeling of incongruence between the experi-
enced (psychological) gender and the sex assigned at
birth” (Kaltiala-Heino). As a child, Serano just imagined and
questioned herself why she wanted to be a girl for an un-
known reason. She remembers wondering if other children
felt the same way, but she did not disclose her inner feelings
because she felt scared.
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She thought about warning her parents because she was
confident that they knew nothing about her desire to be a girl.
Serano was sure that if she had told her parents, they would
have taken her to a doctor and put her on electroshock thera-
py at some point like many of her generation's trans children
face. It was only in the late 1980s when she was at college,
she could hear and read about trans people expressing their
own voices about their own inner identities. Thus, Serano in
her thirties decided to live her life as per her inner gender and
with the help of medical supplements, she was finally able to
come out and live as a woman. Transgender sexualizations
are mainly aimed at trans women because it is not surprising
that many people assume that trans women who have been
assigned to male at birth, identify themselves as women be-
cause of their clothing and are often targeted on the basis of
their sexual appeal. As Jazayeri opines,

The formation of a strong LGBTQ collective identity is hin-
dered by the types of groups it attempts to combine. Although
all are considered sexual minorities, the nature of their minori-
ty status is dissimilar. Identification as gay, lesbian, or bisexu-
al is based on an individual's sexual orientation; identification
as transgender is based on an individual's gender identity.
Both groups undergo significantly different life experiences. If
building a collective identity relies on shared experiences, the
grouping of these two communities is not an organic combina-
tion. Individuals who lack a strong collective identity are less
likely to advocate for one another, posing one possible expla-
nation to the trans exclusion from meaningful participation in
the LGBTQ movement. (6-7)

Early trans-feminists conveyed that the sexual dichotomy was
not consensually assigned by females or males to the de-
scription of myriad forms of sexism in our society, though
some feminists have historically framed sexism in the context
of patriarchy. It is expected that those who are assigned to a
male sex will develop into a man, and since they will be
males, they will be gendered and should attract exclusively
towards women. And that those whose were assigned to a
female sex will develop to be women in gender, and should
be solely attracted to males.

Some people still think that being transgender is a choice
which they make to attract men towards them. But the fact is
that it is their necessity. It is because of the ignorance and
lack of awareness in society creates such a notion. They are
unaware of the emotional; and physical needs of the trans
women. They are unaware of the psychological trauma a
transgender person undergoes every day. Revathy, a trans
woman writer from India in her work, The Truth about Me
shares,

The woman police officer stationed outside looked at me
scornfully and said, ‘I can see you've had an operation. Why
can’t you be like other men? Why can’t you be normal? Find a
woman, get married, and be a good householder, who works
for a living?' | don't think she would understand me or my
troubles. She made it seem easy, this business of being a
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normal man. (80)

Trans women are made to walk this fine line, where they are
accused of parody by acting feminine; but by acting male it's
seen as a sign of their true male identity. And if they act
sweetly and resentfully, they are accused of strengthening the
ideal of patriarchy for women's passivity. But they will be dis-
missed as a man with male privilege and entitlement if they
defend their own rights and make their voice heard as a wom-
an. It's not because they're trans-sexual, but because they
are women and that they are made to teeter upon this tight-
rope. As DelliSwararao says,

Seldom, our society realizes or cares to realise the trauma,
agony and pain which the members of transgender communi-
ty undergo, not appreciates the innate feelings of the mem-
bers of the transgender community, especially of those whose
mind and body disown their biological sex, our society often
ridicules and abuses the transgender community and in public
spaces like railways stations, bus stands, schools, workplac-
es, malls, theatres, hospitals. They are sidelined and treated
as untouchables, forgetting the fact that the moral failure lies
in the society’s unwillingness to contain or embrace different
gender identities and expressions, a mindset which we have
to change. (519)

There is a huge bridge between the public knowledge about
the community and their realities. This gap is very dangerous
as it adds to the prejudices of the society. This can be a great
threat to the peaceful existence of the transgenders along
with the mainstream culture. Public ignorance about
transgenders continues to oppress them. In a country where
people are constantly mocked and harass the transgenders, it
is difficult for them to survive. In feminist movements, organi-
zations and spaces, exclusion is a recurrent problem. Exclu-
sion always leads to the same results to those who are left
behind by many people who want to participate, and there are
few who often fail to realize that they are part of a unified
movement. Exclusion always stems within those movements
from conservative forces or ideologies. In these accounts,
only a more radical approach to feminism and Queer activism
can ever be used to transcend exclusion. Serano brings out
her life to support her views by stating that,

For one thing, | didn’t transition in order to better fit into the
gender system - as a bisexual femme - tomboy transsexual
women; | am still regularly viewed as gender- non- confirming.
For me, transitioning wasn’'t about conforming to society, but
about self- actualization, about becoming the person | know
myself to be... people often become bothered, or confused, or
disturbed. So, the notion that my gender somehow reinforces
the gender system does not have any bearing on my every-
day life. (Serano 121)

As human beings, the objective should not be to go beyond
sex or end gender, as if such a thing were possible. We
should instead imagine ourselves working to end any dual
standards based on sex, gender and sex, along with any
other dual standards unfairly used for demonization, delegiti-
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mizing and dehumanizing other human beings. In the short
film “Thangam”, the character Sathaar stands out to be a
perfect example for the prejudice faced by trans women. Not
just the society, but even the parents discriminate against
their children and often they feel it to be a shame to have a
trans person inside their home. Through the character
Sathaar we can understand that her parents even wish to see
their own child die, rather than accepting to see them for be-
ing alive. Serano has also undergone such trauma in her life,
where at some point of time she even decided to end her life.
She says, “There are statistics that suggest that up to 50
percent of transgender people try to end their life, if not by
suicide, then indirectly through substance abuse” (Serano
22). But she later gained courage to live her life like she
wished and decided to voice for the people like her, who are
consistently rejected both inside their home and outside the
society for being trans.

The problem's crux is that we all exist in a society of male-
centeredness where we are physically powerful and highly
sex driven because we have a relationship towards male-
centeredness. The physically weak are considered with a
lower sex drive and are often associated with the gender
female. In other words, sexism is not merely the observation
that people have different attributes and abilities, but rather
the presumption that some features are higher, more natural,
or normal than others. As being a trans feminist, Serano
states “we should challenge these sexist double standards,
rather than spending all our effort futilely denying biological
influences on gender and sexuality” (168). With the support
of the hetero mainstream, they should have room for identity
consciousness and performance. Thus, let us hope that soci-
ety gets to learn that there is more to being a woman and
man than just the mere image constructed by patriarchy. And
hopefully, one day women along with trans woman will be
liberated from social stereotyping, which would be a stepping
stone towards an egalitarian society. As a part of a complex

My Soul Keep Feeding

No right | have to claim

Over what is in life gifted

Nor should | have a remorse

For what is to be rejected

Nature has its lawful laws

Retain what is in its course

Generate what apart falls

We learn to feel content

With what we hold in hand

Thank the sun for its light and dusk

Pray to God for the breath that has a sound
Bend to the sublime until we turn to dust
Learn and learn to live with a hidden pain
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society, it is the duty if every human being to accept and em-
brace the diversities of each sex and gender. For the emo-
tional well-being of the each and every transgender people,
their individual identity must be affirmed. They should be giv-
en space for identity awareness and performance with the
support from the hetero mainstream.
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A conviction that nothing here is in vain
A belief, a Faith that life already a gain
What we lose to heart to reason a win
A grace not to get lost amid life din

Just a great gratitude now feeling

For all those my soul keep feeding.

- Besma Riabi Dziri
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Dark branches stripped bare
cold and sad, quite unaware
stirrings down below

—Linette Eloff
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Nothing Gold Can Stay

Nature's first green is gold,
Her hardest hue to hold.
Her early leaf's a flower;
But only so an hour.

Then leaf subsides to leaf.
So Eden sank to grief,

So dawn goes down to day.

Nothing gold can stay. - Robert Frost
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Underface

Underneath my outside face
There's a face that none can see.
A little less smiley,

A little less sure,

But a whole lot more like me

- Shel Silverstein
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wearily she waves
the white flag of surrender
cobwebbed butterfly

—Tracy Davidson
A minute's silence

for the atomic bomb day
The wind also dies

—Toshiji Kawagoe
Hundreds of faces
Turning to sun and to seed
Imperceptibly
—Lisa White
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Poetry is with us from the start.

Like loving,

like hunger, like the plague, like war.
At times my verses were embarrassingly
foolish.

But I make no excuse.

I believe that seeking beautiful words
is better

than killing and murdering.

—Iaroslav Seifert, Czech poet, winner of
the Nobel prize in 1984
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I have torn speech like a tattered robe
and let words go:
you who are still dressed in your
clothes,
sleep on.
- Rumi

The sympathy that touches
the neighbour’s heart

is more supreme

than the hidden virtue

in the unseen corners

of the convent.

- Khalil Gibran

In the deserts of the heart

Let the healing fountain start,

In the prison of his days

Teach the free man how to praise.

- W. H. Auden

A mother is a mother still,
The holiest thing alive.

- Samuel Taylor Coleridge

Lives of great men all remind us
We can make our lives sublime,
And departing, leave behind us
Footprints on the sands of time.

- Henry W. Longfellow

The well-bucket is
Taken by the morning glory
Going to a neighbour for water.

- Kaga Chiyome
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ABSTRACT

Shashi Deshpande occupies a unique position among contemporary Indian novelists in English. She deals with middle-class
Indian woman who represents the overwhelming majority of Indian women who is struggling to adjust in it rather than get free
from the traditional world. Her novel That Long Silence gives an excellent idea of the domestic life of a typical Indian housewife.
The story of Jaya, the protagonist whose identity and individuality are suppressed due to her silence and willing devotion to her
husband is the tale of many housewives. Jaya goes through a process of searching for herself which culminates finally in her
resolution to be herself. Thus this paper focuses on the traumatic experiences and values of woman in Shashi Deshpande’s
That Long Silence and attempts to highlight the causes and reasons of oppression of Indian women in the domestic set-up
which prevents empowerment of women and the scope for possible resolution in their search for woman selfhood.

Keywords: Trauma, Identity, Silence and Self-hood.
Introduction

The literary stage of the Indian English fiction is eager with women writers. Increasingly more women are articulating anxieties
and concerns centering on issues of women and creating a body of literature of their own. Feminine issues transcends all limits
of geography. Women writers reflect feelings of marginality and express their revolt against the purely masculine world. Wheth-
er it is Anita Desai focusing on the turmoils and tribulations, the psychic compulsions of her female protagonists. Sobha De
about the victimization of women in the big bad world of Bollywood. Arundhati Roy’s women discriminated against and living
and having a different set of laws. Shashi Deshpande’s novels similarly adds to the body of such literary corpus and voices how
the other half lives.

Today most of the political, social, cultural and individual awareness of women are the result of these fiction writers who herald-
ed a new consciousness in the realm of traditional thinking. Shashi Deshpande is one of them who have fought for the cause of
the persecuted and the downtrodden women. Her novel That Long Silence deals with the various shades of the life of Jaya who
journeys from ignorance to knowledge through her untold sufferings. It is a novel of self-analysis, self-realization and self-
introspection. “She realizes at the end of her life that every compromise shatters her individual identity. She also comes to the
conclusion that women have allowed themselves to be victimized instead of bargaining for making a sweet relation in the family
and so she herself is also very responsible for her victimization” (Prasad “Preface” viii).

Shashi Deshpande diagrams woman's feelings beginning from the ashes of a growing up young woman to the void made due
to the non-satisfaction of a woman's desires. In her novel That Long Silence, she has distinctively depicted these characters as
they are found in a genuine society. Through her characters, Shashi Deshpande has delineated the minimal state of these
women. They face persecution, viciousness, compromising and so on in their own families (Audichya 46). In the Novel That
Long Silence, the protagonist Jaya is aware of the great societal discrimination and unfairess towards her and resist against
the repressive and uneven nature of the social norms and regulations that limit their potential and survival as wife. Silence in
this novel introduces not only the lack of communication but the breakdown of indication to signify. (Jabeen and Siddiqui)
Shashi Deshpande’s novel That Long Silence deals with the theme of the quest for a female identity. The Indian woman has for
years been a silent sufferer. While she has played different roles-as a wife, mother, sister and daughter. Shashi Deshpande
emphasizes that freedom is not total freedom. Individuals cannot behave as they please. He should keep in mind his duties and
responsibilities towards society. She has addressed not only middle-class women's issues, but also middle-class men's issues.
In the context of India, it is an unrealistic view that men are always on the oppressive side and women on the oppressed side of
the patriarchy (Ahashan and Tiwari 267).

Shashi Deshpande is one of the most famous accomplished contemporary Indian woman writers in English. Her mind attention
is mainly on the Indian woman, her daily role in the household and society. In portraying Indian middle class educated women
she strikes a note of realism and optimism. Her novel mainly shows that women engaged in the complex, difficult, social and
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psychological problem. Shashi Deshpande’s women charac-
ters seek their self-hood within the orbit of family and relation-
ship, mainly on man-woman relationship. Her novels which
explores a vital problem of our time by without giving any
solutions. Her heroines are educated middle class women.
They neither not goddesses nor strong minded superior pow-
ers, so they are independent to some extent but at the same
time they are vulnerable because of an unfamiliar bond of
tradition.

Shashi Deshpande is best known for her close studies of
middle-class female characters in domestic settings. Typically,
the married protagonist of her novels, faced with a personal
crisis, with draws from her work day routine to reflect on her-
self and her situation. In the process she excavates a painful
past, confronting the tragic loss of a family member such as a
child or sibling and seeking to understand a new failed or
functional relationship with a parent or spouse. The resolution
generally involves her return with a new attitude toward the
seemingly intractable situation, after she has realized what it
will take to implement her new and difficult understanding.
She understands that: “She has internationalized a distorted
self-image, seeing herself in terms of society’s powerful myths
and stereotypes of woman-male fantasies worked into stone-
rather than as a real, multi-dimensional person as the Indian
women” (Rege 54).

Rajeswari Sunder Rajan takes up the question of the domes-
tic stetting of Shashi Deshpande’s That Long Silence and it
implications for the relationship of women to the Indian nation
in the post-independence period. While praising the controlled
Ironic tone, the tough but fluid style, and the spare economy
of structure of the novels successful realistic mode, she criti-
cizes its restriction to the private sphere, which she sees as
confronting to both Western and Indian nationalist expecta-
tions of an Indian woman writer. Ultimately, she argues,
Shashi Deshpande protagonists breaks her silence at one
level through the act of writing itself, at another level through
renegotiating interpersonal relations within the family (Rajan
87).

The novelists in their fiction simultaneously engage in acts of
both colluding and subverting the traditional parameters of
cultural representation. There is an urge to revolt and under-
mine overpowering constraints which prompts the artists to
devise strategies to sabotage establishmentarian institutions.
The women protagonists try to empower themselves with
education and knowledge. Post-modernists believe that both
history and the past are irrecoverably lost. They are of the
view that history can be recreated and represented only as a
parody but it is not true in the case of the women novelists
that have been selected for this study.

Shashi Deshpande is one of the most prolific woman writers in
English in contemporary India. She is well known name in the
field of Indian literature in English. Her writing is clearly a part
of Indian literature and emerges from her deep root in middle
class Indian society. She uses a very simple language to de-
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scribe simple lives specially of the Indian women. Her stories
suggest that compromise is what characterizes the life of the
common run of the middle-class women in India. Her charac-
ters attempt to make sense of their lives, to find a pattern in
the past and a direction for the future. Although the characters
with whom she is concerned are women, and although she is
always aware of the particularities of experience of women,
her work is not limited to themes of the relationship between
male and female relationships. Her chief thematic concern is
with a woman'’s struggle, in the context of contemporary Indi-
an society, her effort to find and preserve her identity as a
wife, mother and most of all as a human being. In her novels
the operative sensibility is distinctly female and modern. Jaya,
the protagonist of That Long Silence has a different kind of
dilemma to face. She has to choose between her husband
and her principles. She is the protagonist and narrator in the
novel. Jaya’s search for her social space is painful because of
the conflicting forces working on her. This indeed is the pre-
dicament of the Indian women and inspite of the fact that
women in the novels of Shashi Deshpande are feminists, they
are not able to disassociate themselves totally from the social
tradition. This creates a conflict between her social persona
and the need to be true to her own identity.

“To make the story authentic and appealing, Shashi Desh-
pande has used the device of first-person narrative to ensure
its credibility by making the protagonist read her inner mind
and thus representing the psyche of the modern middle class
learned woman” (Thakkar 53). Shashi Deshpande’s novels
portray women in search of their identity, an exploration into
the female psyche and an awareness of the mysteries of life.
“Her creative writing gives a comprehensive understanding of
the Indian women, their suffering and the eagerness to ex-
press their feelings” (Geethamala 81). Exploring the portrayal
of man-woman relationship in the novel, That Long Silence,
Shashi Deshpande offers an intimate and domestic chronicle
of the subtle tyranny suffered by women and the pain of com-
ing to terms with self. “She explores the psyche of modern
middle class women torn between suffering and emotion,
forbearance and toleration on one hand and egoistical asser-
tion and emotional explosions on the other” (Roy 65).

Among the various metaphors and similies used by Shashi
Deshpande in her novels. She dwells in detail upon the weight
of the long silence which connotes the very world of the Indian
women. She elaborates upon the varied categories of silence.
The unthinking silence, the resigned silence and the imposed
silence, as a potent means of suppression of women but to-
wards the end of the novels there is strong desire and an
attempt to break the silence which could be well interpreted
as a revolt against the tradition of suppression, a sort of fran-
tic attempt to achieve one’s true self but for this the women
who succeed in breaking the silence emerge as strong wom-
en. While their initial silence is another way of expressing their
anger, the moment they find their voice, it is victory over the
feeling of self-defeat and self abnegation. In this way, Shashi
Deshpande uses silence as a device to lay bare the social
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discrimination and hypocrisy that underlie the treatment of
women in society. Simultaneously, it is a device to
acknowledge the power the women can wield despite their
disadvantaged social status across time and space.

Jaya, the protagonist and heroine of That Long Silence is an
intelligent woman with good academic qualification, a career
and a considerable amount of success. But one of these at-
tributes would provide her a respectable position in the eyes
of Mohan. Gender conditioning makes women vulnerable and
silent. Mohan, Jaya’s husband, is the victim of misappropria-
tion of office funds that creates trouble for him. An enquiry is
set up against him, and he has been advised to hide himself
till the case is over. Jaya and Mohan start to live in a comfort-
able Dadar flat which has been given by Jaya’s uncle. Away
from the trap of family life, she suffers from isolation. She fails
to be closer to her husband mentally. Her husband cannot
understand her feelings. Her life with Mohan appears to her a
meaningless exercise of living together, a fact she admits in a
mood of utter frustration.

The novel That Long Silence begins with the disruption of
Jaya's familiar existence on a confessional note: “I'm writing
of us. Of Mohan and me. And | know this — you can never be
the heroine of your own story. Self-revelation is a cruel pro-
cess. The real picture, the real ‘you’ never emerges” (LS 1).
The mirror imagery speaks of the protagonist’s troubled mind,
disturbed meditation, a strange kind of fascination for one’s
own reflection and also a curiosity as to how she looks to
others. This has happened to me before; there have been
times when I've had this queer sensation of being detached
and distant from my own self. (LS 2)

Jaya, the silent victim, prefers to live like a traditional Indian
wife. Ironically enough Jaya rejects the image of traditional
women like Sita, Savitri and Draupadi as exemplified in the
ancient texts. She prefers the image of the yoked bullocks.
She says: “The truth is simpler. Two bullocks yoked togeth-
er ... it is more comfortable for them to move in the same
direction. To go in different directions would be painful; and
what animal would voluntarily choose pain?” (LS 11-12). It not
dawns upon Jaya that she has to live her life in relationship to
others. Her identity is only because she is a wife and a moth-
er when Mohan is away for a short while Jaya senses a kind
of vacuum in her life. It is freedom that she cannot enjoy. As
soon as she gets news of Mohan’s whereabouts she cheers
up saying, “I'm not afraid any more. The panic has gone. I'm
Mohan’s wife, | had thought, and cut off the bits of me that
had refused to be Mohan’s wife” (LS 191). Relationships of
any sort call for change. A woman has to change her attitude
while performing her varied roles as wife or mother or daugh-
ter or even daughter-in-law. However, the women must fit into
these age old roles not silently and submissively but asser-
tively. That Long Silence of Jaya urges her to reorient herself
and to withdraw from her meaningless seclusion towards new
awareness and a better relationship with others. She manag-
es to replace fear by self-confidence which is an essential
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ingredient for happiness in the life of a woman.

Shashi Deshpande through the character of Jaya portrays the
plight of middle-class educated women who have a tendency
of developing an ambivalent attitude to married life. An edu-
cated modern woman finds it difficult to comply with every
wish of her husband and there is a tendency to revolt. At the
same time a sensible educated woman can work a way out of
the crisis by treading a middle path and thereby fulfilling her
role in the family as well as having her own independence.
“Remember, Jaya, the happiness of your husband and home
depends entirely on you, Ramukaka had said in his pompous
head of the family manner, and | naive fool that | was, had
bridled at the importance the statement had conferred on
me.” (LS 138)

The protagonist needs another trauma, another crisis to be
rudely shaken out of her complacent stupor and lead her on
to the path of self-recognition. This come in the form of Mo-
han’'s desertion and her son’s disappearance. Perhaps it is
these two events that make her go on a quest for self-
recognition. The saving grace of the novel is that it traces the
protagonist's passage through a number of self-doubts, fear,
guilt, smothered-anger and deliberate silence.

Another apt imagery used by Shashi Deshpande is that of a
worm crawling into a hole. When Jaya ruminates over her
plight she has these thoughts: “Middle class. Bourgeoisie.
Upper-caste. Distanced from real life. Scared of writing.
Scared of failing” (LS 148). It is a obvious that husband and
wife have drifted far apart due to a loveless marriage in which
both Jaya, the woman and Jaya, the writer have been
crushed as her marriage is based on compromise rather than
on affection and understanding in which Mohan assumes the
image of only “a sheltering tree” while Jaya mostly plungs into
the tragic silence due to the lack of communication and com-
panionship.

Shashi Deshpande’s That Long Silence is a typical Indian
English novel that speaks to us for our own situation. The
image of the woman underwent a metamorphosis when the
contemporary woman decided to cast off her traditional role of
living under the shade of her husband. Jaya, gives us the new
image of the Indian woman who now tries to stand on her legs
and seeks to break the age old silence by refusing to dance to
the tune of her husband. With Jaya’'s assertion of life that
Long Silence is threatened to be broken.

In conclusion, it may be observed that the exigencies of life
presented themselves in the form of traumatic events to Jaya.
Her psyche has not been well-equipped to meet them. As a
result the flood-gates of anxiety have been suddenly opened
and at this psychological moment irrationality qualified her
response to the situation. However, soon she has mustered
up enough inner strength to stage a return to normalcy. The
experience has provided her with an ideal occasion for grow-
ing introspective and thus make important discoveries about
herself and redefine her relation with the world.

69



ISSN 2320-4842

The individual consciousness despite its psychological moor-
ings is never totally isolated. The feminist perspective does
not work entirely in opposition to the patriarchal structures,
but also perceives men themselves as the victims of patriar-
chy-men who withdraw, who fall to communicate, who in fact
reject the patriarchal model of masculinity. As these men and
women analyze their failures and problems in order to work
their way out of the state of crisis, they accept an erosion of
the stereotypical projections, and work their way to reinter-
preted morality, sexuality or individuality, as the case may be.
They bring out the vulnerability of human beings rather than
the strength.

Conclusions

Shashi Despande’s writings are really the outcome of her
consciousness of the conflict between her idea of herself as a
human being and the idea that society frames of her traumat-
ic experiences as a woman. This consciousness leads Shashi
Deshpande to speculate about the issues of gender inferring
that gender is, perhaps, one of the most important factors in
our lives. Shashi Deshpande was emphatic that literature
ought not to be categorized on the basis of gender. In fact, a
writer's race, class, caste, colour, gender, etc., should not
matter. As a creative writer must be acknowledged as a voice
of society and should be judeged by the truth being narrated
and not by any prejudicial judegement especially the gender-
bias.
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ABSTRACT

Bharati Mukherjee is an immigrant writer of America and Indian born third world feminist writer whose preoccupation is to deal
with the problems and issues related with the south Indian women. She upholds the cause of women and the cross-cultural
confrontation. Her basic concern is to delineate the predicaments of Indian women. She invariably talks about exile, expatria-
tion, assimilation, acculturation, immigration and cultural negotiation. Cross cultural confrontations constitute the core theme of
her works. As a fiction writer her continuing concern has been to deal with the life of South Asian expatriates and immigrants in
United States of America and Canada and her writings reflect the process of acculturation and assimilation in the journey from
expatriation and immigration. Through the novel Jasmine, Bharati Mukherjee focuses the multicultural identity of a woman. This
paper is an effort to portray the bitter experiences of homelessness, displacement, oppression and exploitation of protagonist
Jasmine.

Key Words: Assimilation, Acculturation, Cross-cultural & Transformation.
Introduction

Bharati Mukherjee, an Indian American immigrant novelist, describes herself as an American author in the tradition of other
American authors whose ancestors arrived at Ellis Island. Intuition into the human condition and understanding that works in-
tensely to celebrate the awe and the mystery of the human condition, which have been absent from the earlier writings in Eng-
lish, suddenly find expression in her writing, especially in the novel Jasmine. The New York Times has this to say about this
novel: Bharati Mukherjee is less interested in giving us a realistic depiction of one woman'’s peripatetic life than in creating a
fable, a kind of impressionistic prose poem, about being an exile, a refugee, a spiritual vagabond in the world today (qtd. in Si-
varaman 2010).

Mukherjee tries to unravel the complicated layers of cross-cultural conflicts through a series of adventures which the protagonist
undertakes during her journey from Punjab to California (Saleema & Siddiq 317). Through her novel, Bharati Mukherjee pre-
sents Jasmine as a Phoenix who rises from her ashes again and again in the form of different names and characters. She clear-
ly exhibits the life of an Immigrant Indian as well as woman and the obstacles. She needs to break for the transformation of her
life in an alien land. The major theme is about Jasmine's love story and the minor one is about her struggle in life (Dash 37).
Through her novels, she voices her personal life experiences to show the reconstructing shape of American Society. She cen-
trally locates her emphasis on the women characters their struggle for identity, their harsh experiences and their final emer-
gence as the self- assertive, self opinioned individuals free from fear imposed on them (Parveen & Khadija 63). Bharati Mukher-
jee is a writer who explores through her fiction the meaning of life. Issues related to women are central to the vision of Mukher-
jee in her novels. She deals with the problems of the Indian immigrants mainly, women. She writes about the struggles and
Problems faced by Indian women (Stalin 1). Bharathi Mukherjee writes about early American settlers. The immigrants carry their
homes, usually Calcutta to take up residence in the United States. Bharathi Mukherjee writes about early American settlers. The
immigrants carry their original cultures with them and simultaneously must change to survive in the new world. Characters are
never fully at home in America, yet when they return to their homelands. The work that she is best known for concentrates on
this density of existence as it plays out and across the lives of the immigrants to the United States (Sunantha & Kumaresan
4621).

The United States is the crowning glory of our time and so it has become a sole dream of people around the world. The young
ambitious personnel, especially from Third World countries where they cannot get enough to do, are making an unabated flow
to America. This flow of divergent races, classes and cultures has totally changed the face of the United States. These aspirants
to the New World are dead set even in their country to blindly imitate American habits and their culture. They feel more Ameri-
can than their native counterparts in all respects and obviously their cultural elasticity enables them adjust to the new set up
comfortably. Those who experience acculturation sing with the United States and are never tired of showering all praise on the
country of their adoption for its providence, but others can never forget that plunge into a culturally different ethos has been a
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big mistake for them. No doubt, cultural conflict has minimized
in modern times because people have become primary and
all other things have become secondary. The finesse of cul-
ture has lost its luster in the dazzling light of American disco-
theque (Kumar 12).

Bharati Mukherjee’s Jasmine dealt with the enigmatic and
traumatic complexities of human behaviour. The thought and
speech expressing the inner selves of the characters in this
novel becomes symbolic and are suggestive of the dialectics
of culture and the process of acculturation. In seeking to work
out the specifics of this system of identity and difference,
Bharati Mukherjee places the idea of a Hindu imagination as
the mark of her identity as a non-Western writer. But this no-
tion of identity is little more than a standardized figure of a
colonial, cultural self-definition. She marks her difference by
introducing the idea of an American craft of fiction, projecting
it as a source of literary influence, rather than an effect of
literary colonization, a process that was initiated in the au-
thor's own English medium missionary upbringing in Third
World but upper class Calcutta. Her subsequent entry into the
First World literary culture transforms her into a cosmopolitan
artist, enabling her to mark her cultural difference in purely
oriental terms.

In the novel, Jasmine, the protagonist complicates any fixed
notion of the reader may have of a Third World woman as
Jasmine moves from one location to another, selfishly chang-
ing her identity multiple times along the way in attempts to
shed assigned subjectivities attached to being a Third World
woman. Deepika Bahri notes in her essay, “Narratives of
Nation and Self,” that Bharati Mukherjee has portrayed Jas-
mine as determined to elude classification as a Third World
woman typically stereotyped as passive and victimized and as
a migrant (gtd. in Swamy 162). In the anecdote V.S. Naipaul
is careful to specify the age of his hostess, an elderly lady.
Had the flower been presented to him by a nubile beauty, the
reader would have seen him transposing flower and woman
as he exclaimed Jasmine, Jasmine as it stands; however, the
incident is carefully de-eroticized. Just as there can be no
connection between dull shrub and exotic name, so the sepa-
ration between flower and woman is maintained. As a result,
the dominant feeling here is one of impotence, frustrated
desire and a failed connection between childhood and maturi-
ty, men and women, word and thing, which is emblematic of
Naipaul’s position as exile. (Newman 144)

Jasmine is her model of an ideal assimilated immi-
grant, the character Jasmine Vidh becomes a widow as her
husband dies in a terrorist bombing. Six years later she mar-
ries an American and calls herself Jane Ripplemeyer in lowa.
The title character and narrator of Jasmine that quickly won a
place on high school and college reading lists, is a poor Pun-
jab, who makes her way to Florida and undergoes a series of
transformations. She draws ever closer to the dream of shed-
ding her old identity and achieving the American dream of self
-definition. Her journey becomes quite complex. Jasming, the

84

protagonist, though widowed at a young age caste aside the
weeds of a widow and begins her stride towards liberation
and empowerment. Ostensibly on the grounds of committing
Sati on the Florida University campus where her dead hus-
band Prakash wanted to study, Jasmine lands on the Florida
Coast. Despite the odds against her, she gets assimilated
successfully into the American culture and society. She
changes herself in order to change the world around. Jasmine
becomes Bharati Mukherjee’s objective correlative for her
assimilation and acculturation ideology.

Bharati Mukherjee is depicting identity formation as a complex
process that is dependent not solely upon the agency of the
individual, but also upon the surrounding environment. Jas-
mine experiences numerous situations that bring violence
with them. She is not always the subject of these situations,
but they are always connected with her. This study would
attempt to deals with the growth of the protagonist through
her changing identities from Jyoti through Jasmine to Jane.
The novel Jasmine opens with two images that emblematical-
ly sumup the novel's representation of India. The first image is
of an astrologer sitting under a banyan tree in a village, by
predicting the doom of fate upon seven year old Jyoti, he
symbolically and actually inflicts a star-shaped wound on her
forehead. The second image is of this girl paddling furiously
against fate in a dirty river carrying the stinking carcass of a
dead dog. Recalling the stench the young first person narra-
tor, Jane Ripplemeyer of Elsa County: lowa, defines herself
by negation: “That Stench stays with me. I'm twenty-four now,
live in Baden, Elsa County, lowa, but every time | lift a glass
of water to my lips, fleetingly | smell it. | know what | don’t
want to become” (J 5).

Now for the first phase, born of Jyoti to a man driven from his
affluent house in Lahore to a life of ignominious poverty in the
remote Punjab village Hasnapur during the partition riots,
Jasmine has early acquaintance with the heart-wrenching
agony of people uprooted from their homesteads. Resigned to
her supposedly inferior status in society for the sin of being
born a girl, and constantly made aware of her misfortune as a
dowry less daughter, she has an uneventful childhood. Two
incidents figure prominently in Jasmine’s memory of
Hasnapur. One is her having had to kill a mad dog rushing to
attack her and the other is her receiving a star-like wound on
her forehead while she tripped and fell in an attempt to run
away from an irate astrologer who predicted an early widow-
hood for her. The permanent scar left on her forehead by this
wound, her third eye as she loved to refer to it, is in a way an
indication of the continued hold the astrologer’'s words exer-
cise on her even after her breaking away from Indian roots
and settling in the United States. Before coming to America,
Jyoti falls in love with the voice of Prakash who spoke of love
and brotherhood in vicious atmosphere of Sikh separation in
Punjab. She says, “l fell love with that voice. It was low, grav-
elly, unfooled. | was prepared to marry the man who belonged
to that voice” (J 66) and also she says, “only a very tall, very
strong man could have a voice like that” (J 67) and she adds,
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It is interesting that she is prepared to marry Prakash without
any knowledge of what he looks like. Her wanting to learn
English is dimly perceived by everyone as her, “To want Eng-
lish was to want more than you had been given at birth, it was
to want the world” (J 68).

Jyoti begins the journey of realizing herself and potential. Her
marriage brings about a total change in her mind. The new-
ness of life in Jullundhar, beginning with the change of her
name to Jasmine, makes her realize that motherhood need
not be her sole destiny. Prakash plans to settle his business
in America, “Listen to me, Jasmine. | want for us to go away
and have a real life. I've had it up to here with backward,
corrupt, mediocre fools” (J 81). But Jyoti thinks, If we could
just get away from India, then all fates would be canceled.
We'd start with new fates, new stars. We could say or be
anything we wanted. We'd be on the other side of the earth,
out of God’s sight. (J 85)

Jasmine starts assisting him in the repair of electronic items
by way of supplementing their meager income. Joyously
sharing the ambitions of Prakash, she looks forward to going
to a land of opportunities. But it is her bad luck that the proph-
ecy of the astrologer becomes true and on the eve of Pra-
kash's departure he is murdered. Their dream is shattered
and the incident leaves her grief-stricken. Prakash exhorts
her from every corner of grief-darkened. “Prakash room there
is no dying there is only an ascending or a descending, a
moving on to other planes. Don't crawl back to Hasnapur and
feudalism. That Jyoti is dead” (J 96).

Jyoti does not shuttle between the identities and thinks,
“Later, | thought, we had created life. Prakash had taken Jyoti
and created Jasmine, and Jasmine would complete the mis-
sion of Prakash, Vijh and wife” (J 97). Thus to fulfil Prakash’s
mission she decides to go to America and perform Sati on the
grounds of University where he sought admission to study. In
order to make this dream true, she seeks the help of her
brothers to get forged documents and soon equipped with the
forged passport, Prakash’s papers, his new blue suit and
especially her white sari she is on her way to the new world.
This trip abroad is a measure of her innate affinity to the
American ideal of fearless enterprise. Bharati Mukherjee’s
concept of Americaness as an outlook on life seems personi-
fied in the image of Jasmine.

Always on the border of life and death, Jasmine is caught
between one identity and the next as she continues to trans-
form and reinvent herself. In the beginning, Jasmine is Jyoti
from a traditional family with a meager income, and she at-
tends a school lacking reputation. Yet, she develops a liking
for the English language and begins to do and think things
that deviate from her orthodox upbringing. In a way, she is
already defying the stereotype of a submissive tame, modest,
the episode of the rapid dog suggests that she is no less
adventurous than any boy. After marrying Prakash, however,
she becomes Jasmine, a woman who admires and respect
Prakash’s modernity and westernized outlook that many vil-
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lage girls would fail to enjoy.

The second phase of Jasmine’s transformation takes place in
the Taylor household. It gives her freedom from her past and
the role of Jyoti and widowhood. Kate Gordon fixes her pair
with them to look after their only child Duff and she enjoys
here a professional status as against the documented recti-
tude at flushing. She is enchanted by Taylor’s life style and
their democratic behaviour with her. Life with them sinks
deeper the image of America of wonderland in Jasmine. |
should have saved; a cash stash is the only safety net. I'd
learned that if nothing else from the scrimping vadheras. Jyoti
would have saved. But Jyoti was now a Sati-goddess; she
had burned herself in a trash-can-funeral pyre behind a
boarded-up motel in Florida. Jasmine lived for the future, for
Vijh and wife. Jase went to movies and lived for today (J
176). The sartorial changes one can notice in her is sympto-
matic of her inner change. She gets more Americanized and
feels rooted. She blooms from a diffident alien with forged
documents into an adventurous Jase: | became an American
in an apartment on Claremont Avenue across the street from
a Barnard college dormitory. | lived with Taylor and Wylie
Hayes for nearly two years. Duff was my child; Taylor and
Wylie were my parents, my teachers, my family. (J 165)

Individual American freedom is appealing to Jase but adop-
tion of children instead of waiting for natural child, another
American freedom outrages her Indian conscience: “I could
not imagine a non-genetic child. A child that was not my own,
or my husband’s, struck me as a monstrous idea. Adoption
was as foreign to me as the idea of widow remarriage” (J
170). It is her indianness in feeling and nature of human
relationship that interrupts the smooth process of transfor-
mation and assimilation from Jyoti to Jane. When she saw
death in the form of Sukhwinder, the Khalsalion who killed
Prakash, hovering over Taylor and Duff, she becomes rest-
less for their security and recedes to Jyoti culturally for the
safety of her unmarried better-half and his child and instantly
decides to run away from their life for their betterment at the
cost of infliction for her.

Jasmine’s confidence level is very high throughout the novel,
despite some real dark patches in her life. She finds herself
being praised for her great face by an American woman pro-
fessor. She is a source of love and inspiration for her hus-
band, lovers Prakash, Taylor and Bud. Bud says, | saw you
walk in and | felt my life was just opening to me. Like a door
had just been opened. There you were in my bank, and |
couldn't believe it. It felt as if | was a child again, back in the
Saturday-afternoon movies. You were glamour, something
unattainable. And you were standing there with my mother. (J
199)

Next Karin said, “The sky, softened by summer heat, puffed
out over the treeless fairground. ‘Help me not to hate you,
Jasmine™ (J 202-203). Jasmine perceives herself as, The
woman has stark white bobbed hair and a sad, heavy and
wrinkled face. It is the face of poet or a philosopher, the face
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of a woman who has comes to terms with all the Sukkhis and
Half-Faces out there and is no longer afraid (J 208). And final-
ly unlike her adopted son Du, who chooses to remain hyphen-
ated, she says, “My transformation has been genetic; Du’s
was hyphenated. We were so full of wonder at how fast he
became American, but he’s a hybrid, like the fantasy appli-
ances he wants to build” (J 222). It is important to note that
unlike an expatriate, Jasmine claims to have changed her
very chemistry.

These limitations apart, which are typical of a well-bred post
colonial, the novel Jasmine stands for its stylistic achieve-
ment. The meticulousness of Mukherjee, the artist, is mani-
fest in the manner the narrative is structured. The exuberance
of the new world is emphasized by juxtaposing Jasmine’s
claustrophobic life in India with her life in America. Despite
the changes that occur in Jasmine the memories of India
haunt her like the stench of the decomposed carcass of the
dog in the Hasnapur pond. The idiom of the novel is distinctly
American and the language powerfully reveals the moods and
various mental states of the character. For instance, the sur-
realistic and ghastly description of Darrel's death scene
brings out Jasmine’s fright and anxiety: “I am deep inside a
crater on the moon. Before me huge, lunar hogs leap and
chew on Darrel’s bloodied boots” (J 235).

A sudden letter from Taylor informing her that he and Duff
would be calling on her shortly comes as a pleasant surprise.
Du’s cool announcement of his decision to go to California
and stay with his sister and her family makes her worry about
it probable impact on Bud. An exile herself she fully under-
stands Du’s need to belong and silently watches him leave
and breaks the news to Bud as gently as she can. She re-
buffs the overtures of love made by young Darrel, their next
door neighbor feels sorry for him for being tied down to farm
work tending pigs, while his heart was set on going to some
big city and get rich the easy way. His suicide shatters her
and Bud's plans to legalize their relationship by marriage add
to her gloom. Jasmine may or may not appear as a rabble
maker by everyone stepping into the orbit of her life, but at
every stage in her trouble-torn life, in all her identities as Jyoti,
Jasmine Jase-Jane. She seems to act boldly and unhesitat-
ingly, thrilled at the prospect of adventure, risk, and transfor-
mation.

Taylor’s arrival at this juncture makes the situation more com-
plex as she is caught between the old world dutifulness for
the needy Bud and her responsibility and affection for Taylor
and Duff torns herself into two and both are equally important
as per her innate and native values which could not have
been eliminated in her professed transformation. It is only
partial in accordance to the existential need. She accepts the
persistent persuasion and clarification put forth by Taylor that
there is nothing wrong in her leaving Bud. Hesitatingly she
agrees to go with Taylor and Duff but it has been very difficult
for her to leave Bud lonely; she could not have transformed
herself as American and not have adopted its consumerist
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culture so far. Her bidding farewell to Bud’s life is not a wan-
ton act of frivolity and selfishness rather it presents her in a
state of confusion and anguish as she is caught between the
morality of India and practicality of America. The following
excerpt pertinently focuses her condition: “l am not choosing
between men. | am caught between the promise of America
and old-world dutifulness. A caregiver’s life is a good life, a
worthy life” (J 240).

The novel Jasmine proves to be Bharati Mukherjee’s model of
assimilated immigrant. Jasmine is a reminder to non-
progressive societies which inhibit women. From the narrow
perspective, Jasmine is a defiled widow. She has had so
many husbands, one for each of her transformations. But
from a broader perspective Jasmine has her own sense of
morality which is quite different from the conventional notion
of morality. She no longer belongs to the Indian sub-continent
but to the whole world. She walks ahead of Taylor, Time will
tell if | am a tornado, rubble-maker arising from nowhere and
disappearing into a cloud. | am out the door and in the pot-
holed and rutted driveway, scrambling ahead of Taylor,
greedy with wants and reckless from hope. (J 240) Jasmine
has not only transcended space but also the stereotypical
nations of culture, colour, creed and ethnicity. Jasmine marks
the high point in Bharati Mukherjee’s oeuvre. Her earlier
strands of immigrant experience like the uprooted exile and
disillusioned expatriate and immigration reach their natural
point of culmination in the assimilated immigrant, which is
another name for Jasmine.

Jasmine symbolizes love and epitomizes courage and Jane
stands for cunning. Bharati Mukherjee created an innocent
child like character Jyoti who transformed later into Jasmine
with an element of love for her husband, Prakash. Jasmine
becomes an illegal immigrant and journeys to America. It
reveals the courage and faith of Jasmine she marries Du and
becomes an American which exhibits her cunning and selfish
nature of the character besides craziness for American cul-
ture. Her marriage with Du evidences that she imbibes the
spirit of American culture. Thus she transforms from Indian
image of women to American new image of woman.

Finally, Bharati Mukherjee depicts Jasmine as a Third World
woman who undergoes inner turmoil when restricted by cul-
tural expectations and who thrives through chaotic upheavals
in her search for self-identity. Indeed, Jasmine is not really an
active protagonist fighting for herself-liberation at the very
beginning of the story, and her subjectivity is thus also under-
developed at this time. Jasmine’s agency is gradually con-
structed through a trajectory marked by different locations
from the village of Hasnapur to the city of Jullundhar, followed
by her illegal entry into Florida, and then moving to flushing,
Manhattan and Baden, then finally on to California.

Jasmine goes by many names throughout the novel, taking
on a new name in each place. In addition, Jasmine’s access
to different places in India and the United States is deter-
mined by the relevant gender norms and systems of power
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such as patriarchy in India and racial discourse in the United
States. While a certain degree of flexibility and seemingly fluid
identity formation is manifested in Jasmine’s choices; these
are usually made out of necessity, and thus it is not at all
certain that her actions can be seen as evidence of free will of
agency. Bharati Mukherjee characters are a breed of pioneers
who have the guts to forsake a predictable life in order to
throw themselves into a new one. In Jasmine, she celebrates
both the undaunted spirit and enthusiasm of a village girl who
blossomed out of a bruised past into a challenging personality
and a complete individual and the status of immigration in the
United States, which facilitates aliens not only to be accultur-
ated but also to be assimilated into their adopted land.

Conclusion

Bharathi Mukherjee asserted that in an age of diaspora one’s
biological identity may not be one’s real identity as emigration
brings changes, both physical and psychological. Her writings
contain the idea of split between desire and reason, depend-
ent security and autonomy, social and psychic identity. She
believes in the present not in the past, for it will help shape
her future. She realized that her transformation was a two
way process because if affected both the individual as well as
the national cultural identity. Through her writings Bharati
Mukherjee intends to ascertain the fact that all are individuals
even though each belongs to different ethnic origins. She
emphasizes on the way human nature works. She writes of
psychic violence and its effect on the masses. While physical-
ly she moves from Canada to America her novels shift in
theme from pessimism to optimism from racism to homeless-
ness to a celebration of assimilations to acculturations nation-
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Gaza Under Siege

At one time we think

we are in a boat

and the entire world around us
is fish

and at another we see
we are but a jungle
and the entire world around us
a shiper
- Yahya Ashour
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Tidings Of Union by Hafez Shirazi

Where are the tidings of union? that I may arise-

Forth from the dust I will rise up to welcome theel

My soul, like a homing bird, yearning for Paradise,

Shall arise and soar, from the snares of the world set free.
When the voice of thy love shall call me to be thy slave,

I shall rise to a greater far than the mastery
Of life and the living, time and the mortal span:

Pour down, oh Lord! from the clouds of thy guiding grace.

The rain of a mercy that quickeneth on my grave,

Before, like dust that the wind bears from place to place,

I arise and flee beyond the knowledge of man.
When to my grave thou turnest thy blessed feet,

Wine and the lute thou shalt bring in thine hand to me,
Thy voice shall ring through the folds of my winding-sheef, r -

And I will arise and dance to thy minstrelsy.
Though I be old, clasp me one night to thy breast,
And I, when the dawn shall come to awaken me,

With the flush of youth on my check from thy bosom will rise.

Rise up! let mine eyes delight in thy stately grace!

Thou art the goal to which all men's endeavour has pressed,

And thou the idol of Hafiz' worship; thy face

From the world and life shall bid him come forth and arisel
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Kindness

Before you know what kindness really is
you must lose things,

feel the future dissolve in a moment
like salt in a weakened broth.

What you held in your hand,

what you counted and carefully saved,
all this must go so you know

how desolate the landscape can be
between the regions of kindness.

How you ride and ride

thinking the bus will never stop,

the passengers eating maize and chicken
will stare out the window forever.

Before you learn the tender gravity of
kindness

you must travel where the Indian in a
white poncho

lies dead by the side of the road.

You must see how this could be you,

how he too was someone

who journeyed through the night with plans
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and the simple breath that kept him alive.

Before you know kindness as the deepest
thing inside,

you must know sorrow as the other deepest
thing.

You must wake up with sorrow.

You must speak to it till your voice
catches the thread of all sorrows

and you see the size of the cloth.

Then it is only kindness that makes sense
anymore,

only kindness that ties your shoes

and sends you out into the day to gaze at
bread,

only kindness that raises its head

from the crowd of the world to say

It is I you have been looking for,

and then goes with you everywhere

like a shadow or a friend.

- Naomi Shihab Nye
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